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Haiti Passes New Industry Law; 
General Conditions Depressed 


New laws granting concessions to new industries and regulating com- 
merce were passed by the Haitian Legislature in August. 

A law intended to control cocoa production and to improve the 
quality of cocoa exported also was passed. By requiring certain mini- 
mum installations this law tends to favor the larger operators. 


Outside of the legislation passed, 
the usually “dead” month was excep- 
tionally inactive because of generally 
depressed conditions. Only a small 
amount of the old coffee crop was 
moved, and the new crop had not yet 
reached maturity. By requiring cer- 
tain minimum installations, this law 
will tend to favor the larger oper- 
ators. 

The new retail trade law does not 
differ greatly from the 1939 legisla- 
tion which it supersedes. Retailing of 
designated items of prime necessity 
is reserved to Haitian citizens, and 
commerce in these items by any one 
company is limited to one activity, 
that is, either wholesale or retail but 
not both. 

The new industries law provides tax 
exemptions of 100 percent the first 
year and 20 percent for the following 
5 years. Duty-free entry privileges for 
raw materials and essential equipment 
are extended for 10 years. The law 
also contains safeguards to protect 
existing industrial establishments and 
to protect the domestic market from 
shortages. Agricultural enterprises 
growing new crops or raising new 
breeds of livestock also may qualify 
as new industries and receive duty 
privileges. 

The present law is more liberal than 
the one it replaced with respect to 
totally new industries, but it elimi- 
nates the tax exemptions formerly ac- 
corded to new enterprises in estab- 
lished fields. In effect, the new law 
grants a 10-year protective period to 
new industries amounting in certain 
cases to a virtual monopoly position 
since an additional enterprise in the 
same field would not be granted the 
exemption privileges. 


Irrigation System Opens 
The first unit of the Artibonite 
Valley irrigation system was turned 
over to the Government authority by 
the engineers, Brown and Root, in 
the first week in August. This par- 
ticular element, the Fosse Naboth East 





Canal, is approximately 7 miles long ~ 


and will irrigate some 3,000 acres. 
Although the canal’s use will be limited 
until the dam at Peligre and the water 
intake at Caneau have been com- 
pleted, some irrigation water will be 
available immediately. 

Rice will be one of the principal 
crops grown in this area. A crop of 
Blue Bonnet rice harvested in August 
from a 400-acre experimental plot 
yielded 752 pounds (milled weight) per 
acre. Other crops grown there will 
include corn and cotton. Cotton pro- 
duction in Haiti has dwindled in recent 
years and this new acreage will be 
needed to supply the requirements of 
the two local spinning mills. 

Small-scale construction was carried 
out in different parts of the country. 
Regrading and resurfacing of a 21- 
mile section of road extending from 
Croix de Bouquets to Fonds Parisien 
were started. Fonds Parisien is about 
9 miles from the Dominican border. 
It is expected that the remaining sec- 
tion in Haiti plus a few miles on the 
Dominican side will be paved eventu- 
ally, giving an all-weather, asphalt 
road joining Port-au-Prince and Ciu- 
dad Trujillo. 


Dam Construction Approved 


The first steps have been taken 
toward rehabilitation of port facilities 
at Jacmel on the southern coast. The 
south-coast ports in Haiti are all very 
shallow and generally lack naviga- 
tional aids; hence, lighters must be 
used, and load sizes are limited. The 
Jacmel area has lagged in develop- 
ment, and it is hoped that improve- 
ment of facilities will provide some 
stimulation. 

A project for building a 70-meter 
dam on the Riviere Blanche near 
Port-au-Prince has been approved. 
Total costs are estimated at $84 mil- 
lion. Funds made available on a 
grant basis from the United States 
will partially finance the project, the 
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Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre. 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import reg- 
ulations—is quickly and 
available to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad, 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
900 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations—which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, for 
use by businessmen. 


The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 
Albequcsqne, N. Mex., Room 321 Post Office 


atlanta 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 8t. 

Bidg. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. 8S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bidg. 

Buffalo 3, N. ¥., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bidg., West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bidg. 

Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 

El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Bldg. 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bidg. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 

Memp 3, Tenn., 229 Federal Bidg. 

Miami 32, Fla., 300 NE. First Ave. 

- yeas 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 

dg. 

New Grieans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 

New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Courthouse. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 20, Va., 900 N. Lombardy St. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bidg. 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 S.W. Temple 8t. 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom- 
house. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


—_—_ 





Sales in Rio de Janeiro Satisfactory 





Brazilian Business Activity Steady 


Business in Brazil generally was good in the third quarter of 1955, 
and Rio de Janeiro retail and wholesale sales were reported satisfactory, 


although sales volume declined in September. 


sumer goods were minor. 


Price increases for con- 


Demand for commercial credit by all sectors continued in excess of 


the banks’ ability to handle. Bank col- 
lections in the major cities were re- 
d to be normal, and the rate of 


_ bankruptcies declined 30 percent from 


the preceding quarter. 

Production in established industries 
appeared to be increasing slightly in 
September. Programs for the con- 
struction of new industries continued 
at an undiminished rate, new com- 
panies being formed in virtually every 
industrial area. Established companies 
continued to increase their capital. 


Scarcity of water in south Brazil’s 
watershed forced power rationing in 
Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro and 
adjacent areas. Power rationing, 
principally for industrial consumers, 
began in the Sao Paulo area in August 
and was extended to the Rio area in 
mid-September, . when consumption 
was reduced 10 percent, followed by a 
request for a further 20-percent re- 
duction in view of the alarming 
decline in reservoir levels owing to 
the drought, considered the worst in 
40 years. 


Construction Picks Up 


The construction industry, which 
had been lagging in Sao Paulo and to 
a lesser extent in Rio de Janeiro, 
appeared to be picking up and gave 
indications of soon reaching the high- 
est levels in the country’s history. 
Building in other parts of Brazil con- 
tinued to boom, and in Rio Grande 
do Sul construction rates reached 
record peaks. As a result, cement pro- 
duction appeared again to be lagging 
behind demand, with prices moving 
upward. 


Despite the centering of attention 
throughout much of the quarter on 
rumors of exchange reform, the cur- 
rent coffee crop began moving to ex- 
port markets in substantial quantities 
and at good prices. Coffee exports 
reached a peak in September of 1,961,- 
000 bags, bringing the 3-month 1955 
total to 3,979,000 bags, twice the 
figure for the like period in 1954 and 
slightly above that for July-September 
1953. 

The long-term effect of the heavy 
freeze which struck the Parana coffee 
area in late July remained uncertain 
at the end of the quarter. Although 
loss to the current 1955-56 crop was 
small, opinions continued to differ as 
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to the effect on the coming 1956-57 
crop, with various estimates setting the_ 
loss between 3 million and 4.8 million 
bags. Excellent weather in the quar- 
ter’s last month gave some hope that 
the loss may be less than expected and 
that many of the young trees, pre- 
viously considered lost, may be saved. 

First reports on the coming crop in 
other areas indicated that drought and 
poor flowering in Minas Gerais and 
Espirito Santo are expected to reduce 
output well below levels in the current 
year. The important State of Sao 
Paulo, on the other hand, reported 
good flowering and satisfactory weath- 
er, with the 1956-57 crop expected to 
equal or exceed the 1955-56 total. 

In an effort to expand its trading 
area, Brazil obtained payments ar- 
rangements with Western Germany, 
the United Kingdom, and the Nether- 
lands providing for a limited area of 
currency convertibility. To put the 
new payments system into operation, 
Western Germany advanced Brazil 
a credit of 80 million German marks, 
the Netherlands is understood to have 
made available a small credit, and the 
United Kingdom agreed to accept a 
limitation to £6 million annually on 
Brazilian repayment of commercial ar- 
rears against the amount outstanding 
of about £34 million. 

The Brazilian dollar-payments posi- 
tion improved in the quarter as coffee 
exports expanded more than season- 
ally. Commercial arrears with a num- 
ber of countries declined as imports 
continued to be curtailed to pay off 
accumulated obligations. On the other 
hand, Brazil remained in a creditor 
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position vis-a-vis several soft-cur- 
rency countries which were unable to 
supply adequate exports to Brazil. 


In general, three-month extensions __ 


were negotiated where expiration of 
bilateral agreements made action nec- 
essary, the agreements with France, 
Spain, Japan, and Yugoslavia being 
so extended. These short-term ex- 
tensions, while providing continuity 
in commercial relations, indicated 
that the present bilateral agreements 
are expected to be replaced as prompt- 
ly as possible by broader multi lateral 
arrangements or a new type of bi- 
lateral pact. 
Cruzeiro Rate Firm 


The cruzeiro strengthened signifi- 
cantly in the free market. At the 
beginning of the quarter the rate . 
was 75 cruzeiros to the dollar (buy- 
ing), and thereafter it firmed steadily. 
By the end of September the cruzeiro 
was quoted at 66.5 cruzeiros, the high- 
est rate since the beginning of the 
year. 

At the foreign-exchange auctions 
for commercial imports, bids for ex- 
change commitment certificates in the 
currency to be used interchangeably 
for imports from Western Germany, 
the United Kingdom, and the Nether- 
lands reached extremely high levels 
when first offered, the average prem- 
ium being ‘152 cruzeiros per dollar at 
the end of August, but thereafter 
declined to 108 cruzeiros by the end 
of the quarter. Bids for U. 8. dollar 
exchange certificates declined to an 
average premium of 98 cruzeiros per 
dollar, possibly resulting from the 
belief of traders that the expected 
exchange reform would reduce effec- 
tive exchange rates for imports. There 
was no change in the amount of U. 8. 
dollars—$2.5 million weekly—offered 
for commercial and agricultural im- 
ports. 


Inflation continued, primarily as a 
result of the Government’s deficit 
financing and commercial banks’ 
credit expansion. Money supply in the 
hands of the public increased to 161.7 
billion cruzeiros at the end of July, 
with indications of a further large 
increase in August. This compares 
with 151.5 billion cruzeiros at the end 
of 1954 and 161.1 billion cruzeiros at 
the end of June 1955. Though July 
passed without issuance of new cur- 
rency, 3.2 billion cruzeiros was issued 
in August and September. The cost- 
of-living index for Rio de Janeiro 
(1948=100) increased to 234 in August, 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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Yugoslav Production Shows Rise 
In First Half Year; Exports Lag 


Considerable success in industrial production marked the first 6 
months of the year, but inflationary forces were not brought under con- 
trol and exports failed to reach the planned level. 

In the first half of 1955, industrial production rose to a level 23 
percent above the first half of 1954. The increase is attributed partly 


to milder winter weather in the first 
quarter and to increased supplies of 
raw materials. 

Production indexes for consumer 
goods, as well as for capital goods 
and raw materials, were well above 
the average for the first half of 1954. 
The greatest advances were regis- 
tered in iron and steel and chemical 
production which was 42 percent 
above the January-June 1954 aver- 
age. Coal and coke output rose by 17 
percent, and electrical energy was up 
30 percent. Nevertheless, the power 
shortage continued to hamper the 
full development of industrial pro- 
duction capacity. 


Trade Gap Widens 


Yugoslav exports in the January- 
June 1955 period were valued at $108 
million, and imports amounted to 
$229 million. The foreign-trade deficit 
of $121 million was nearly twice the 
deficit in the corresponding period of 
1954. This unfavorable trade balance 
resulted mainly from a significant 
rise in imports. 

Although a substantial part of the 
Yugoslay trade deficit of $121 million 
was covered by foreign aid—about 
$80 million—the steadily increasing 
gap between exports and imports not 
financed by tripartite aid was be- 
coming a heavy burden on Yugo- 
slavia’s balance of payments. 

The chief causes of the trade im- 
balance were the heavy import of 
foodstuffs, principally wheat, as a re- 
sult of last year’s drought, and the 
rising imports of capital equipment 
and raw materials. Grain imports, 
which were largely financed by for- 
eign aid, rose by some $24 million, or 
80 percent. Among the other major in- 
creases were those in imports of tex- 
tile fibers, coking coal, rubber, hides 
and skins, and petroleum. Imports of 
metal products increased by 6 percent 
and chemical products by 25 percent. 


Export Level Static 

The failure of exports to rise above 
last year’s level was owing primarily 
to increased domestic requirements, 
particularly for textiles, metal manu- 
factures, cement, and electrical equip- 
ment, exports of which declined sharp- 
ly. Exports of corn and animal 
products, both adversely affected by 
last year’s drought, declined by some 
$6 million. These reductions were off- 
set by gains in all the remaining sec- 
tors—notably in. nonferrous metal 
exports, which increased by 24 percent 
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from $15 million to $19 million, in 
timber and products, which gained by 
$6 million, and in iron and steel, coal, 
chemicals, and petroleum products. 
In timber and nonferrous metals, the 
rise reflected favorable prices on in- 
ternational markets. 


The geographic distribution of Yu- 
goslavia’s foreign trade in the first 6 
months of 1955 followed the general 
pattern in the corresponding period of 
1954. Despite the renewal of trade ex- 
changes with Eastern Europe and So- 
viet Russia, the share of all European 
countries in Yugoslav exports in the 
first half of 1955 declined to 76 percent 
from the January-June 1954 level of 
81 percent. 


Imports from Europe in the period 
remained at about the same figure 
as In the first 6 months of 1954, but 
their proportionate share in total 
Yugoslav imports declined from 65 
to 45 percent. This in large part was 
owing to the unusually high level of 
imports from the United States as a 
result of special aid shipments, but 
some increase also took place in im- 
ports from other continents, notably 
Asia and South America. 


Soviet Trade Augmented 


A number of new and expanded 
trade agreements were concluded 
with countries in Europe, South 
America, and Asia in the first half 
year. The most notable of such 
agreements was that with the Soviet 
Union, which provided for a volume 
of trade 60 percent greater than that 
envisaged in the January 1955 agree- 
ment. Under the terms of the new 
accord, the Yugoslavs and the Rus- 
sians agreed to an exchange of goods 
amounting to $16 million each way in 
1955. 

Trade between Yugoslavia and the 
U. 8S. S. R. is expected to increase 
further. Yugoslav vice-president Vuk- 
manovic-Tempo went to Moscow in 
mid-August and returned in the first 
week of September with agreements 
on trade at a level of $70 million both 
ways in the next several years and a 
series of credit arrangements amount- 
ing to slightly more than $200 million. 
Other agreements were reached in 
principle concerning technical as- 
sistance, licensing, and technical doc- 
umentation. Tentative arrangements 
were made for the Soviets to supply 
Yugoslavia with materials and tech- 
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Indian Economy Firms; 
Unemployment Persists 


The Indian economy gained marked 
strength in the year ended June 39, 
1955, according to the Reserve Bank 
of India. 

The most encouraging features of 
this growth were the maintenance of 
agricultural production near the pre- 
ceding year’s records and the further 
substantial increase in industrial out- 
put. These favorable developments 
enabled the Government to relax yir- 
tually all food controls and to step up 
the tempo of development expendi 
tures in the public sector. . 

The continued high degree of un- 
employment was the Government’s 
most pressing problem. A steep fall 
in food-grain prices caused concern, 
prompting measures to expand ex- 
ports, to curtail certain imports, and 
to introduce limited price-support 
schemes for wheat, coarse grains, and 
gram. The index of wholesale com- 
modity prices (August 1939=100) de- 
clined to 342 in May 1955, the lowest 
level since April 1948. While the fall 
in prices averaged 10 percent, food 
articles declined 18 percent; raw ma- 
terials, 11 percent; semimanufactures, 
7 percent; and manufactures, 2 per- 
cent. 


Budget Deficits Widen 


Budgetary deficits widened as ex- 
penditures in the public sector in- 
creased. Revised estimates of the Cen- 
tral and State governments indicate 
an overall deficit of 2,350 million 
rupees (1 rupee—US$0.21) in 1954-55, 
compared with 650 million rupees in 
1953-54. As a result of rising develop- 
ment expenditures, India’s balance- 
of-payments position was less favor- 
able for the year ended June 1955 
than for the preceding year, chang- 


ing from a surplus of nearly 590 mil-’ 


lion rupees to a balanced position. 
The Reserve Bank’s report also 
furnished brief data on India’s long- 
term foreign assets and liabilities as 
of December 1953, details of which 
were scheduled for publication in 


(Continued on Page 5) 





nical assistance to build a nuclear 
reactor. 

Yugoslavia now has a permanent 
observer in the Organization for 
European Economic Recovery and is 
sending representatives to meetings 
of its specialized agencies. 

The problem of inflation still 
persists, although anti-inflationary 
measures adopted in the second 
quarter of the year, as well as the 
diversion of potential exports to the 
home market, have tended to dampen 
inflationary pressures—Emb., Bel- 
grade. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD — 


World Trade Group Viet-Nam Economy Progresses; 
Import Program Moves Slowly 


Viet-Nam has made identifiable gains in some fields of economic 


Meets in Virginia 


The Virginia World Trade Confer- 
ence held its seventh annual meeting 
October 12-13, at the Cavalier, Vir- 

a Beach, Va., under the sponsor- 
ship of the Virginia State Chamber of 
Commerce and other cooperating or- 
ganizations. 

The conference was well attended 
by representatives of the export-im- 
port industry, railroad and steamship 
companies and organizations, officials 
and personnel of the State and local 
port authorities, and the State Cham- 
ber of Commerce. Addresses were 
given by outstanding persons in in- 
dustry and Government. 

The 2-day conference opened with 
subcommittee meetings of the Virginia 
State Chamber of Commerce Commit- 
tee on World Trade when Facilities 
and Services, Exports and Imports, 
and Trade Promotion were topics for 
discussion. A symposium on Import 
and Export Marketing was followed by 
a question-and-answer period. 

Port Development in the United 
States and Value of Industrial De- 
velopment to Port Progress were sub- 
jects of other addresses. 

A student forum was attended by 
students and faculty representatives 
from colleges and schools in Virginia 
and adjacent States. 

The conference closed with the an- 
nua] banquet when Baron Silvercruys, 
Ambassador of Belgium to the United 
States, spoke on The Changing and 
Permanent Patterns of International 
Commerce. 





Indian Economy .. . 
(Continued from Page 4) 


October. Foreign long-term liabilities 
were placed at 10,380 million rupees 
and assets at 11,750 million rupees. 
Total foreign business investment in 
India, in terms of book value, was 
4,210 million rupees, of which more 
than 80 percent was direct invest- 
ment. The bulk of investment, nearly 
3,500 million rupees, was from the 
United Kingdom. Private capital in- 
vestment from the United States 
totaled 310 million rupees. The net in- 
flow of foreign private capital in the 
period 1948-53 was 1,300 million 
rupees, of which about 40 percent 
was estimated to represent reinvested 
profits—Cons. Gen., Bombay. 





U. S. cotton exports totaled 3,585,000 
bales of 500 pounds gross for the year 
ended July 31, .1955, a decrease of 8 
percent from the 3,914,000 bales ex- 
ported in 1953-54, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reports. 
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activity. 


The Government has taken a stronger hand in directing economic 
affairs and, in conjunction with the U. S. Operations Mission of the 
International Cooperation Administration (ICA), has made progress 


in several important projects. In 
some cases, however, plans are still in 
the blueprint stage. 

The volume of imports under the 
U. 8.-financed program in the first 
half of 1955 did not develop to the 
extent expected, but no serious short- 
age of goods was evident, and an un- 
interrupted supply was anticipated 
despite some obstacles. The direct flow 
of aid to Viet-Nam—rather than 
being channeled through France as 
in the past—began on January 1, 
1955. This caused some delay, as new 
procedures had to be established. 
Processing of applications for import 
licenses and foreign exchange was 
slow because of lack of trained per- 
sonnel. 

Another factor influencing the im- 
port program is the withdrawal or 
contraction of activities by French 
firms, which have been most impor- 
tant in the trade. Viet-Namese nation- 
als are entering the foreign-trade field, 
but most are still inexperienced. Be- 
cause of the uncertain political situa- 
tion, a wait-and-see attitude was 
assumed by importers, who otherwise 
might have built up inventories. 

A $10-million authorization for tex- 
tiles under the ICA commercial-im- 
port program has resulted in few of- 
fers being submitted to Viet-Namese 
importers. Applications for specified 
categories of textiles must be proc- 
essed soon, if the peak demand of 
the February holidays in Viet-Nam 
is to be satisfied. To assist U. S. ex- 
porters interested in participating in 
this trade, announcements of author- 
izations for these textile imports, and 
the names and addresses of Viet- 
Namese importers, have appeared in 
a number of Small Business Circulars 
issued by the Office of Small Busi- 
ness, ICA, Washington 25, D. C. 


Foreign Trade Down 


Foreign-trade figures of free Viet- 
Nam show that imports fell in June— 
the most recent statistics—to $16.7 
million, the lowest level since January 
1955 and $5.5 million less than the 
monthly average for 1954. Exports 
totaled $5.2 million, approximating 
the monthly average for 1955. A tran- 
sition from traditional supply sources, 
such as France, has begun to take 
place, as indicated in the following 
statistics: France’s share of Viet- 
Nam’s June imports fell to 46 percent 
from 51 percent in May and 72 per- 
cent for the year 1954; the share of 





imports of U. S. rose from 8 
percent in 1954 to 14 percent in May 
1955 and 12 percent in June; and im- 
ports from Japan rose from 3 percent 
in 1954 to 11 percent in June. 

In an effort to increase the volume 
of its exports, Viet-Nam is negotiat- 
ing a commercial agreement with 


Cambodia, is beginning 
with Japan preparatory to sino ves 
tions, and expects to negotiate similar 
agreements at an early date with 
Italy, Germany, Belgium-Luxem- 
bourg, and the Netherlands. 
Although some outside interest in 
trade with free Viet-Nam has been 
shown, a few more French firms— 
trading companies, dealers, and man- 
ufacturers—and a large Swiss-owned 
firm decided to close out their opera- 
tions in Viet-Nam by the end of 1955. 


Market Indexes Vary 


Wholesale fhdexes for local products 
and raw materials rose noticeably in 
August, reflecting chiefly a 12-per- 
cent rise in the price of rubber. %n 
certain items a marked disparity 
existed between landed cost and retail 
price, for example, commonly used 
light bulbs landed at a cost of ap- 
proximately 6 piasters (1 plaster= 
US$1) were retailing at about 25 
piasters. A decrease in the index for 
imported products was registered only 
for condensed milk, flour, and am- 
monium sulfate. Pharmaceuticals were 
reported in short supply in Saigon 
because importers were not maintain- 
ing inventories. Other import items, 
chiefly sewing machines, pressure 
lamps, and fishnet, failed to show any - 
price softening, although supplies 
were abundant. 

The rice stocks in Saigon have been 
at a record low, and arrivals from the 
Provinces have barely met current 
requirements. Distribution problems, 
drought conditions, and the conse- 
quent uncertainty regarding the next 
crop have contributed to the tight 
supply situation. 

Tobacco growers in Viet-Nam have 
failed to market the quality of tobacco 
desired by manufacturers, causing 
raw-tobacco imports to rise and in turn 
leading the growers to demand a pro- 
tected, Government-financed cigarette 
factory. 

A number of nuisance taxes on 
checks and banking operations were 
removed, clearing the way for a more 

(Continued on Page 27) 
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Uruguay Trade and Commerce Slow 


The August wool market in Uruguay 
was dull, and prices fell to the lowest 
level in recent years. Wool exports 
amounted to only 12,740 bales, bring- 
ing the total for the period October 1, 
1954, to August 31, 1955, to 117,117 
bales, a drop of about 25 percent from 
shipments in the corresponding pe- 
Tiod of the preceding season. 

The Netherlands was the principal 
market for wool during the month, 
taking more than half of all ship- 
ments. Other leading buyers were the 
United States, Yugoslavia, Russia, and 
Finland. 

Limited deliveries of cattle for 
slaughter restricted meat packers to 
part-time operations. The four lead- 
img packers processed about 27,500 
head in August. One packer usually 
slaughters 25,000 head a month. As 
a result of the restriction, large-scale 
unemployment continued among 
packing-house workers. To call at- 
tention to the plight of the workers 
and force Government action to 
help them, the directors of the Fed- 
eration of Meat Workers went on a 
hunger strike on August 5, and fed- 
eration members staged a sit-down 
strike in two large packing houses. 
The hunger and occupation strikes 
were called off on August 12, when the 
Government agreed to enact legisla- 
tion to meet the workers’ demands. 

Outstanding provisions of the legis- 
lation, which was approved by the 
Chamber of Deputies on August 31, 
are additional unemployment com- 
pensation payments to meat workers 
and subsidization of winter cattle pro- 
duction for the Montevideo market. 
The measure also subsidizes the ex- 
portation of frozen mutton and 
eanned meat. 

The bill, awaiting Senate approval 
at the month’s end, calls for a bond 
issue of 18 million pesos to be serviced 
and amortized through an increase 
of 0.35 percent in the existing 1-per- 
cent tax on bank deposits created 
by the law of October 6, 1953. 


Money Market Tight 


August reflected increasing pres- 
sures in trade, banking, and finance, 
although the nation’s gold reserves 
remain unchanged at the high level 
of $344,167,000. The money market 
continued to be tight, and sales and 
collections reportedly were slower in 
various lines. Data published in 
August indicated that bank loans ex- 
ceeded deposits by about 30 percent 
in July. 

Other July data revealed that means 
of payment at the immediate dis- 
position of the public amounted to 
628.69 percent of the 1936 average, as 
compared with the peak level of 651.29 
percent reached in April 1955. Average 
quotations on stock-exchange trans- 


actions also declined, and the total 
effective value of all operations on the 
stock exchange in August was about 
one-third below that in the corre- 
sponding month of 1954. 

The Uruguayan peso weakened 
significantly. At the month’s end the 
free-market buying rate was 3.49 pesos 
per $1, as against 3.29 pesos at the 
end of July. The peso’s decline re- 
flected the reduced amount of foreign 
exchange resulting from the limited 
volume of exports and the suspension 
of support by the Bank of the Repub- 
lic, which in preceding months 
strengthened the peso by selling 
foreign exchange in the free market 
when the situation warranted. 


Cost of Living Rises 

The official cost-of-living index rose 
5 points in August to 264.1 percent of 
the 1943 average. The Government 
authorized an increase in the retail 
price of milk without provision for an 
increase in the price paid producers, 
approved an increase in gas, electric- 
power, and telephone rates, and per- 
mitted a fare increase on Monte- 
video’s buses and streetcars. 

Prospects of a bumper wheat crop 
totaling perhaps 450,000 tons, plus a 
70,000-ton surplus from the last crop, 
spurred the Government in August 
to seek export markets for excess pro- 
duction. After allowing for domestic 
requirements and previously arranged 
export commitments, the Government 
offered 60,000 tons for sale and re- 
portedly started to explore the possi- 
bility of Government-to-Government 
transactions with Paraguay, Poland, 
and Yugoslavia. 

The Government authorized in Au- 
gust the exportation of 600 tons of 
wool tops to Brazil, an act criticized 
by the newly created Wool Board and 
the press. Some board members re- 
signed in protest against the Govern- 
ment’s alleged failure to consult them 
on the transaction. Among other 
things, the press called attention to 
the existing substantial balance of 
unused Uruguayan credits in Brazil, 
to which the Government already is 
committed to export wheat. 

A $478,000-import quota was opened 
in August for 7,000 tons of potatoes 
from France. To encourage exports, 
the Government increased the export 
exchange rate on automobile tires and 
tubes from 1.519 pesos to a composite 
of 1.93 pesos per $1. Discussions were 
held with Japanese representatives 
regarding the possibility of a transac- 
tion involving the sale of 15,000 tons of 
Uruguayan rice and the purchase of 
300 Japanese-manufactured railway 
freight cars. Considerable public op- 
position developed, and no decision on 
the contemplated transaction had 
been made as the month ended.— 
Emb., Montevideo. 


Latin American Draft 4 
Indebtedness Declines 


Aggregate draft indebtedness of 
Latin American countries to U. 8. ex. 
porters declined in September for the 
first time in 6 months, the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York has re- 
ported. According to the Bank's 
monthly survey of the draft experience 
of 14 large cqmmercial banks, Latin 
American draft indebtedness totaled 
$133.6 million at the month end, $69 
million below the August figure. 

Substantial decreases in draft out- 
standing were reported for Colombia 
and Brazil and smaller decreases for 
Mexico, Peru, and Venezuela. Drafts 
outstanding against Colombia fell $34 
million to $36.7 million, the first de- 
cline since March 1955; Brazil’s in- 
debtedness declined $1.2 million to 
$15.6 million, the lowest total since 
the Federal Reserve Bank began its 
survey in May 1947. Small increases 
were reported for 5 countries, includ- 
ing Argentina, Ecuador, and Guate- 
mala. 

The dollar value of new drafts drawn 
on Latin American countries as a 
whole by U. S. exporters and sent out 
for collection through the 14 reporting 
banks also declined in September. The 
$6.1-million decline reduced total new 
drawings to $32.3 million, the lowest 
total since February 1954, and was 
the result primarily of substantially 
reduced drawings against Brazil, 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, and Venezue- 
la. Increased drawings were reported 
for Argentina, Colombia, and Ecuador. 


Draft Payments Rise 


Draft payments by Latin American 
countries rose $3.7 million in Septem- 
ber to $39.3 million, primarily as a 
result of a $5.8 million increase in 
payments by Colombia. The Colom- 
bian total amounted to $8.5 million, 
and the proportion of items paid by 
Colombia over 90 days slow rose #0 
33.1 percent, from 27.3 percent at the 
end of August. The dollar volume of 
drafts paid by Cuba, Ecuador, Mexico, 
and Venezuela declined. 

The outstanding amount of con- 
firmed letters of credit issued by the 
reporting banks in favor of U. 8. ex- 
porters to Latin American countries 
declined $1.9 million in September to 
$152.3 million. Outstandings against 
El Salvador declined $2.2 million, and 
against Venezuela by $1.8 million. No- 
ticeable declines also were reported for 
Argentina, Colombia, Uruguay, and 
Guatemala. Outstanding letters of 
credit against Mexico rose $4.1 million 
to $265 million, the highest since 
March 1954; larger outstandings on 
Brazil] and Cuba also were reported. 
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Haiti Passes .. . 
(Continued from Page 2) 


remainder to be supplied by the Hai- 
tian Government. The dam will serve 
poth flood-control and irrigation pur- 
poses. It is a companion structure to 
the one at Bassin General on the Ri- 
viere Grise. Both of these streams 
drain steep mountain areas and con- 
tribute to the general flooding of the 
Cul-de-Sac plain at certain times of 
the year. 

Representatives of Westinghouse 
and Jackson & Moreland started a 
study of hydroelectric development at 
the Peligre Dam and other places in 
Haiti. The dam is being constructed 
to permit the installation of a hydro- 
electric plant, but it is not clear 
whether it would be cheaper to gen- 
erate power at the dam or to install 
additional diesel equipment in Port- 
au-Prince, the main consumer center 
for electric power. The chief factor 
under study by the group is the poten- 
tial level of consumer demand over 
the next decade. 

Relief Program Under Way 


The relief program is now under way 
in the southern peninsula, the bulk of 
the foodstuffs having been supplied 
by the U. S. Government from agri- 
cultural surp.uses. kKmergency aid still 
is necessary to carry the people over 
until food crops can be harvested. 
Undernourishment has progressed to 
the point where medical care as well 
as food have become necessary. 

The United Nations fishery experts 
spent most of the month inspecting 
conditions on the north coast. They 
designated five places as suitable for 
development on a commercial scale 
and investigated existing facilities 
and coastal fishing grounds. Their es- 
timate of the number of people en- 
gaged in the fishing industry, 6,000, 
is higher than any previously made. 
This figure is variable at best, since 





British Empire Trades 
Index Published 


Publication of the 1955-56 
edition of British Empire Trades 
Index has just been announced 
by Business Dictionaries, Ltd., 
London, England. 

The new volume contains over 
1,000 pages covering more than 
65,000 business entries—oid and 
new—classified under some 3,500 
separate trades situated in all 
parts of the world. 

Copies of the new edition may 
be obtained from the publisher’s 
U. S. agent, William E. Prugh, 
Sr., 3210 Carlisle Avenue, Balti- 
more 16, Md., at $5 each, postage 
free. 
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there is no registration of commercial 
fishermen, and many of them are 
only part-time operators. 

Under its program to rehabilitate 
the banana export industry, the Gov- 
ernment has established a nursery 
in the Cavaillon area near the city of 
Les Cayes on the southern coast. The 
nursery will produce 500,000 seedlings. 
This is principally an area of rice 
paddies and coconut trees. 


Coffee Estimate Increased 


The official estimate of the 1955-56 
coffee crop has been increased from 
350,000 to 400,000 bags of 80 kilograms 
each. Barring any severe weather 
conditions, especially excessive rain- 
fall, the Haitian economy should 
have a favorable year. 

Tourist traffic figures for July show 
a total of 4,801 visitors. This repre- 
sents a decrease of 435 below the level 
of July 1954 but an increase of 101 
in the number of those who stayed 
for more than 1 day. The number 
of persons who arrived by ship and 
stayed only 1 day decreased. 


The National Bank reports that 
money in circulation at the end of 
July 1955 stood at 53,765,323 gourdes 
(1 gourde=US$0.20) as compared with 
61,640,408 gourdes on July 31, 1954. 
This is the lowest figure recorded 
since September 1953.—Emb., Port- 
au-Prince. 





Brazilian Business .. . 
(Continued from Page 3) 


as compared with 211 in December 
1954 and 231 in June 1955. 


The reported budgetary deficit in 
the first 7 months of 1955 totaled 2,- 
663.5 million cruzeiros, although non- 
budgetary expenditures for such pur- 
poses as subsidies to various Govern- 
ment corporations and as advances to 
State and municipal governments are 
believed to have raised the overall 
financial deficit to a substantially 
larger figure. 

The long-established Brazilian air- 
line VARIG inaugurated international 
service to New York in July. One 
round-trip-per-week schedule is being 
maintained, and flights are to be in- 
creased to two per week at the end of 
October. The first flight under Braniff’s 
interchange with Eastern Airlines ar- 
rived in Rio de Janeiro in August. 
This arrangement provides one-plane 
service between Rio de Janeiro and 
Washington, D.C., and New York. 


A bill providing for unification of 
all Government railroads under a 
mixed Government and private capi- 
tal corporation was approved by the 
Chamber of Deputies. Enactment of 
this legislation would be a step to- 
ward railroad managerial and admin- 
istrative reorganization. During the 
quarter, the National Economic De- 
velopment Bank granted equipment 
loans to the Northwestern Railroad— 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Drought in Iraq Lowers 
Agricultural Output 


Severe drought in Iraq in the past 
spring and summer has lowered agri- 
cultural production and reduced in- 
come for that sector. It is estimated 
that the financial loss to farmers will 
total at least 10 million Iraqi dinars, 
or $28 million. 

The droucht has affected all of Iraq 
—the north because of the shortage of 
rainfall in the spring and the south 
where the low level of the rivers has 
prevented effective irrigation. Wheat 
farmers have suffered the largest fi- 
nancial loss with a 40-percent reduc- 
tion in output. All wheat exports 
have been banned until the next har- 
vest, and the Government is imvort- 
ing wheat to provide bread as well as 
to conserve seed stocks. 

Barley was not affected creatly, but 
rice was damaged seriously in the 
south as a result of lack of water for 
irrication. A shortage in the cash vere- 
table crop has been noticeable. Neith- 
er cotton nor fruit trees have suffered 
because of high priorities for available 
irrigation water. 

Livestock, especially sheen, have 
suffered indirectly. After a dry year 
such as 1955, herdsmen tend to lose 
10 to 20 percent of their flocks in the 
winter months. This would amount 
to a loss of 1 million to 2 million Traqi 
dinars, or $2.8 million to $5.6 million. 
Because cattle are more valuable, 
greater efforts have been made to ob- 
tain forage for them, and losses are ex- 
pected to be small.—Emb., Baghdad. 





305 million cruzerios; the Northeast- 
ern railroad system—531 million cru- 
zeiros; and the Mogiana and a num- 
ber of smaller northern railroads—74 
million cruzeiros. 


The United States and Brazil signed 
an agreement for the development of 
an experimental atomic reactor pro- 
gram as part of President Eisenhow- 
er’s atoms-for-peace project and an 
agreement to establish a cooperative 
uranium prospecting program. These 
agreements were widely acclaimed by 
the press and public—Emb., Rio de 
Janeiro. 





Canada’s 1955 flue-cured tobacco 
crop now is estimated at 125 million 
pounds, a reduction of approximately 
5 percent from earlier expectations, 
and 27.6 percent below the 1954 rec- 
ord harvest of 172.6 million pounds, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service re- 
ports. 


This year’s crop encountered un- 
seasonably dry weather in July, while 
in August excessive rain with high 
temperatures caused considerable leaf 
spot which reduced both yield and 
quality. 
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Quota Balances Still Available 
Under British Token Import Plan 


Quota balances for more than 100 commodities are still available 
until December 31 under the British Token Import Plan for 1955, the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce has announced. 

_ Included in the list of commodities for which quota balances are 
still available are electrical appliances, medicinal preparations, paints, 


toilet preparations, sporting goods, 
artificial teeth, and toys. 

The British Token Import Plan, 
established with the United States in 
1946, enables eligible U. S. firms to 
export to the United Kingdom token 
shipments of specified commodities 
whose import from dollar sources gen- 
erally is prohibited by the British Gov- 
ernment. 

Before 1954 only firms having pre- 
war trade in those commodities with 
the United Kingdom were eligible to 
participate. Under new regulations 
established in 1954, however, any 
manufacturer of an item in a specified 
commodity group may apply to BFC 
for a share of the quota balance an- 
nounced for that group regardless of 
his prewar exports to the United King- 
dom. Nonmanufacturers may apply 
only if they were previously certified 
on the basis of their prewar exports 
in a commodity group for which a 
quota balance is available. 


Unused Balances Available 


In accordance with the regulations, 
the initial distribution of the quota 
balances was made to all eligible appli- 
cants who had submitted their appli- 
cations to BFC before October 1. The 
quota balances shown below are those 
remaining after this initial distribu- 
tion. 

To afford eligible firms an oppor- 
tunity to participate in the distribu- 
tion of these unused balances, appli- 
cations will be considered under the 
following conditions: 

Applicants must have accepted 
orders or sales contracts calling for 
delivery before March 31, 1956. In 
addition, their applications must be 
received by the British Token Import 
Plan Unit of BFC not later than De- 
cember 31. 

Applications for these balances will 
be considered only as long as quotas 
remain available, and, if found to be 
in order, will be processed as quickly 
as possible after receipt by BFC. All 
prospective applicants therefore are 
advised to obtain orders and to sub- 
mit their applications promptly. 


Further details and application 
forms are available from the British 
Token Import Plan Unit, British Com- 
monwealth Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. 8S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
from the Department’s Field Offices. 

Quota balances are available only 





for the following commodities, and 
only in the following amounts: . 


Food and Drink 

156. Bottled fruits, processed for serving 
with ice cream, $325. 

1. Jelly powder, $13,375. 

83. Olives preserved in salt or brine, $750. 

219. Pectin, $4,350. 

157. Pickles, $7,750. 

73. Rolled or flaked oats, $1,200. 


Leather Products 


151. Fancy leather goods, excluding trunks, 
traveling bags, handbags, wallets, and poch- 
ettes, $3,975. 


138. Leather gloves, including industrial 
gloves, $2,575. 
Rubber Manufactures 

91. Household rubber gloves, $4,825. 

67. Rubber bathing caps, $5,025. 


47. Rubber belting other than conveyor 
delting, $22,500. 


15. Rubber heels and soles, $825. 
80. Rubber hot-water bottles, $2,275. 
94. Rubber soling slabs, $75. 

16. Surgeon’s rubber gloves, $6,675. 


10. Waterproof rubber footwear of all types, 
including leather footwear with rubber soles, 
$6,675. 

If circumstances permit, quota balances 
available for proofed clothing, commodity 
group No. 92; rubber soles and heels, group 
No. 15, and rubber soling slabs, group No. 94, 
also will be made available by BFC for ship- 
ment of waterproof rubber footwear. 


Cotton Fabrics and Manufactures 


141. Cotton boot and shoe and corset laces 
and braid, $4,475. 


143. Cotton ribbons and tapes; trimmings of 
cotton and cotton-rayon mixtures, $2,050. 


79. Embroidery and embroidered articles 
other than apparel of kinds currently manu- 
factured in the United Kingdom for the home 
market, of which the base fabric is wholly or 
mainly of cotton, $3,900. 


170. Finished cotton sewing thread, $3,875. 
Woolen Fabrics 


147. Wool and mohair plushes and other 
wool pile fabrics, $75. 


146. Woolen damasks, tapestries, and bro- 
cades, $2,625. 


145. Woolen tissues, $1,050. 


Synthetic Fiber Manufactures 


63. Artificial-silk woven fabric of a width 
not exceeding 12 inches, $550. 


Linen Manufactures 
162. Damask table linen, $25. 
164. Finished linen thread, $1,050. 


163. Linen canvas not under 12 ounces a 
square yard, $250. 
161. Printed or dyed linen piece goods, $550. 


Apparel 

64. Athletes’ supporters, $800. 

108. Children’s outer garments, knitted, 
netted, or crocheted, excluding hose, $1,700. 
(Artificial silk clothing under group No. 6; 
cotton and woolen stockings under group 
No. 200.) 

202. Garter and sanitary belts, $7,950. 

140. Men's felt hats, lined or unlined, $5,925. 


106. Underwear of material other than arti. 
ficial silk, excluding corsets, girdles, ang 
brassieres, $36,885. (Artificial silk clothing yn. 
der group No. 6.) 


92. Proofed clothing of all kinds, inclys 
blankets, baby pants, and crib sheets “ant 
neoprene gloves, $21,725. 

If circumstances permit, the quota 
available for waterproof rubber footwear 
group No. 10, also will be made available by 
BFC for shipments of proofed clothing. 


200. Women’s and children’s cotton ang 
woolen stockings, including peds, $350. 


5. Women’s felt hats, $825. 
179. Women’s hosiery, $275. 


Wood Manufactures 
149. Furniture of bamboo, cane, wickerwork 
or similar material, $275. 


62. Wooden moldings for picture and mirror 
frames, $200. 


PR cae spring blind or shade rollers, 


Paper and Related Products 
112. Blotting paper, $4,500. 
117. Bristol boards, $225. 
116. Duplicating paper, $750. 
211. Indexing or filing cards, $425. 
208. Paper towels and napkins, $5,410. 
209. Snapshot mounting corners, $2,100. 
66. Wallpaper, $900. 


Glass, Clay, and Manufactures 
171. Colored sheet and plate window glass, 
$825. 
122. Glazed wall tiles, $1,050. 
154. luminating glassware of the following 


types: Oil-lamp chimneys, hurricane-lamp 
glasses, globes, and shades, $1,600. 


4. Industrial porcelain insulators, $13,375. 


177. Mirrors conforming in shape and size 
to those in current use for utility furniture, 
$2,875. 


Iron and Steel Manufactures 

197. Belt fasteners for conveyor belts and 
handtools for conveyor-be!t fasteners, $1,975. 

56. Bolts and nuts of all kinds other than 
precision bolts and nuts, $73,925. 

23. Domestic cutlery, including only knives, 
forks, and spoons, $33,400. 

127. Domestic hand-operated meat mincers, 
and coffee and spice mills, $69,250. 

217. Furniture casters and parts thereof, 
$15,000. 

20. Furniture of metal other than domestic 
furniture, $38,740. 


96. Hard haberdashery, such as eyelets and 
hooks for boots and shoes, hooks and eyes, 
safety and other pins, snap fasteners, studs, 
steel fasteners, etc., excluding hair combs, 
$19,985. 

If circumstances permit, the quota balance 
available for buttons, commodity group No. 
44, will also be made available by BFC for 
shipment of metal fasteners. 

218. Ladies’ handbag and purse frames, 
$17,900. 


21. Locks, padlocks, keys and key blanks, 
$7,100. 


124. Machine knives, $1,300. 


55. Nails and staples of all kinds except 
for decorative purposes, including hobnalls, 
and boot and shoe studs and spikes, $7,005. 


125. Paper machine wires, $3,425. 


134. Pipe joints of iron and steel, excluding 
malleable cast iron and nonmalleable cast 
fron, $5,550. 


133. Pipe joints of nonmalleable cast iron, 
$8,825. 


57. Rivets of tron and steel, $4,825. 
190. Safety razors, $1,050. 


126. Woven-wire cloth, gauze, fabric, oF 
meshing, $110. 


Aluminum and Manufactures 

174. Aluminum and aluminum alloys in 
sheets, disks, wire, tubes, rods, angles, shapes, 
and sections, $26,100. 

54. Aluminum cooking utensils, $2,050. 


(Continued on Page 12) 
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Mexico Revises Import 
Tariff Classifications. 


The Mexican Government has re- 
yised several of its import tariff 
classifications and established several 
new specific classifications by various 
actions effective on the dates indi- 
cated. 


Items affected by these changes and 
their new duties are as follows: 


Effective October 9: 


8.41.31. Electric lamps with tubes without 
interior pigments, identifiable through cata- 
logs required of importers as being exclusively 
for use as germicides or disinfectants; 0.15 
peso per gross kilogram and 5 percent ad 
valorem. 


New classification. 


Effective October 15: 


3.50.20. Cans, cylinders, and drums of alu- 
minum for packaging liquids or gases, with 
capacity over 15 and up to 100 liters: 0.10 per 
gross kilogram and 12 percent ad valorem. 


No change in duties. Classification revised 
through establishment of upper weight limta- 
tion. Containers of over 100 kilograms will 
be dutiab'e es aluminum artefacts, under 
classification No. 3.50.30, at 4 pesos a gross 
kilogram and 65 percent ad valorem. 

8.43.41 Electric capacitors or condensers 
for any use, identifiable through catalogs re- 
quired of importers: 1 peso a legal kilogram 
and 5 p°rcent ad valorem. 

New classification. 

941.20. Senrarate parts for cases of pocket 
or wrist watches: 50 percent of the specific 
duty applicable to the case and 20 percent 
ad valorem 

Ad valorem rate was previously 10 percent. 

5.83.02. Strips of cotton fabric with hooks, 
eycs, Or pressure clasps, not over 3 centimeters 
wide, used in manufacture of wearing ap- 
parel; 3 pesos a legal kilogram and 50 percent 
ad valorem 

New classification. 


Effective October 16: 


8.23.34. Aluminum agitators, without plastic 
coating, ard sides, skirts with or without feet, 
fronts. becks, and tuts, neither enameled ror 
painted, of ordinary metal of all kinds for 
washing machires: Duty remains unchanged at 


0.50 peso per legal kilogram and 75 percent ad 
valorem 

Classification revised through addition of 
“and tubs’ and “of ordinary metal of all 
kinds.” 

6.06.23 Bensothiazole preparations, acetal- 
dehvde-arilines, derivatives of guanadine, 
and organic and organometallic salts and their 
mixtures, used to accelerate vulcanization of 
rubber: 0.25 peso a legal kilogram and 5 
percent ad va'orem 

New classification. 


6.06.24. Amino or phenolic compounds and 
their derivatives, and mixtures with a base of 
these products. used to retard oxidation of 
rubber: 0.25 veso a legal kilogram and 5 per- 
cent ad valorem. 


New classification. 


Effective October 23: 


6.63.60. Alloys of ordinary metals for dental 
work, even if containing fine metal in a 
proportion not exceeding 10 percent: Duty re- 
mains unchanged at 0.05 peso per legal kilo- 
gram and 5 percent ad valorem. 

Classification revised. Formerly read: Alloys 
of ordinary metals, not containing fine metal, 
for dertal work. 

8.42.50. Brushes with a base of carbon or 
graphite, with metallic connections, used for 
commutation of current in electric dynamos 
and motors: 0.80 a gross kilogram and 10 per- 
cent ad valorem. 


New classification. 


—Diario Oficial, October 7, 8, 14, and 
15, 1955. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


U. K., Canada Sign IFC Agreement 


The United Kingdom and Canada 
on October 25 signed in Washington 
the Articles of Agreement of the In- 
ternational Finance Corporation, the 
proposed new affiliate of the World 
Bank. 

Sir Roger Makins, British Ambas- 
sador to the United States, signed on 
behalf of the United Kingdom, and Mr. 
A. D. P. Heeney, Canadian Ambassa- 
dor, on behalf of his Government. Mr. 
Heeney also deposited on behalf of 
Canada an instrument of acceptance 
and so completed the formal action 
necessary for membership in the Cor- 
poration. 

The signatures follow closely the 
sienature of India, whose Ambassador, 
Mr. G. L. Mehta, signed the agreement 
on October 19. 

Twenty Governments have now 
signed the articles of agreement. Two, 
Canada and Iceland, also have de- 
posited instruments of acceptance, 
and the other 18 are taking steps to 
enable them to do so. 

Countries which have siened the 
articles are: Canada, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Repub- 
lic, Ecuador, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Fonduras, Iceland, India, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panama, Para- 
guay, Peru, United Kingdom. 

An additional 29 of the Bank’s 58 
member countries have indicated that 
they are in favor of membership in 
IFC. The proposed subscriptions of 
these countries, together with those 
of the 20 listed herein, wll total $88,- 
951,000. The Corporation will come 
into being when 20 Governments have 
subscribed $75 million to its capital. 

The two largest prosvective share- 
holders are the United States and the 
United Kingdom. U. S. subscription 
amounts to $35,168,009 and that of 
the United Kingdom, $14,400,000. Both 
countries have taken legislative ac- 
tion authorizing them to become 
members. 

The obiectives of IFC are summar- 
ized briefly as follows: 

eTo encourage the growth of pro- 





France Limits Transfer 


Of Inheritances 


The maximum amount of 
money that may be transferred 
out of France as an inheritance 
or dowry or for repatriation is 
now limited to 3.5 million francs, 
under an Office des Changes in- 
struction. 

For sums in excess of this lim- 
itation, application may be 
made to the Office des Changes 
for transfer through capital ac- 
counts. 











ductive private enterprises in mem- 
ber countries, particularly in the less 
developed areas of the world. 

eTo invest in productive undertak- 
ings in association with private in- 
vestors and without Government 
guaranty if sufficient private capi- 
tal is not available on reasonable 
terms. 

eAs suitable opportunities for pro- 
ductive investment come to its atten- 
tion to seek to recruit capital from 
private sources and if necessary to 
find experienced management. 

eIn general to seek to stimulate 
and to help create conditions which 
will stimulate the flow of both domes- 
tic and international private invest- 
ment into productive enterprises in 
IFC member countries. 





Brazil Eases Import 
Of Orthopedic Aids 


Brazil has granted special conces- 
sions for import of orthopedic ap- 
paratus acquired by persons for their 
own use or by public assistance organ- 
izations duly registered with the Na- 
tional Social Service Council of the 
Ministry of Health. 

An import license will not be re- 
quired for orthopedic apparatus im- 
ported under such conditions, and 
priority in the purchase of covering 
foreign exchange will be granted. 

Import charges with the exception 
of the social security tax will be only 
1 percent ad valorem. 


Both imported orthopedic appa- 
ratus and that produced in Brazil will 
be exempt from consumption taxes. 

Orthopedic apparatus to correct or 
replace parts of the human body was 
formerly subject to an import duty of 
13.68 cruzeiros per legal kilogram plus 
a surcharge of 10 percent of the du- 
ties. The social security tax of 4 per- 
cent ad valorem on the c. i. f. value 
will still be collected. The consump- 
tion tax formerly collected on ortho- 
pedic apparatus varied according to 
the material of which it was made. 
For example, on metal apparatus of 
national manufacture the rate was 4 
percent and on imports it was 6 per- 
cent on the c. i. f. value plus customs 
duties and other import charges. 

The new regulations for imports of 
orthopedic apparatus are specified in 
law No. 2603, published in the Diario 
Oficial of September 17 and effective 
the same date.—Emb., Rio de Janeiro. 





U SS. exports of Burley tobacco de- 
creased 16 percent in July 1955 com- 
pared with 3.2 million pounds exported 
in the corresponding month last year, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service re- 
ports 
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India To Tighten Company Control German Export Credit 


An Indian Companies bill, giving the 
Government greater control over cor- 
porations is expected to be passed by 
the Parliament in its session recon- 
vening on November 14, and the Gov- 
ernment has stated its intention of 
enacting the bill as soon as possible, 
but not later than April 1, 1956. 

Composed of 649 clauses, the bill 
deals with the managing-agency 
system and such other important mat- 
ters as rights of shareholders, changes 
in prospectuses, and Government in- 
vestigation of companies. 

The pending bill was originally 
drafted in 1953 with the objective of 
correcting malpractices in company 
formation and management during 
and after World War II. Modifications 
since made have evoked strong criti- 
cism from the Indian business com- 
munity. The principal objections are 
against proposed restrictions on the 
managing-agency system, ceilings on 
managerial remunerations, and de- 
tailed regulation and investigation of 
company operations. 

The managing-agency system en- 
ables the managing agent company 
through a long-term agreement to 
regulate all aspects of the managed 
company’s business and provide a wide 
range of services, subject to the di- 
rection and control of the directors 
of the managed company. This sys- 
tem was introduced into India by the 
British at a time when there was no 
organized capital market in the coun- 





Canada To Require Origin 
On Narrow Fabrics, Laces 


Canada is to require, effective 
January 1, 1956, an indication of 
country of origin on imported nar- 
row woven or braided fabrics con- 
taining rubber yarns—those not ex- 
ceeding 12 inches in width—and on 
boot and shoe laces. 

On the narrow fabrics the mark 
of origin, in legible English or French 
words, must be applied to the card, 
bobbin, reel, or similar center on 
which the fabric is wrapped, or if 
it is in rolls, hanks, or skeins, the 
mark of origin must be indicated by 
means of a label securely attached 
thereto. 

Boot and shoe laces of any mate- 
rial, banded, boxed, wrapped, or 
otherwise packaged in an immediate 
container, to be sold to the ultimate 
consumer in the package in which 
imported, must carry an indication 
of the country of origin in legible 
English or French words on the im- 
mediate container. 

These marking regulations ap- 
peared in Canadian customs memo- 
randum, series D, No. 1, supplement 
5, of October 11. 


try and resources of managerial and 
technical skill were scarce. 


The principal changes in the man- 
aging-agency system proposed in the 
companies bill would empower the 
Government to abolish the system for 
specified industries in the course of 
time, require Government approval for 
appointment or reappointment of 
managing agents by companies in 
other industrial fields, and provide for 
the termination of all existing man- 
aging agencies on August 15, 1960, 
unless they were specifically allowed 
to continue. 


Bill Amended 


The bill was approved by both 
Houses in the session ended Septem- 
ber 30 but was sent back to the lower 
House for approval of two amendments 
made in the upper House. 

The current law is the Indian Com- 
panies Act of 1913, with periodical and 
subsequent amendments developed 
from comparable legislation in the 
United Kingdom. 


A copy of the new bill as presented 
to the Indian Parliament is available 
on loan from the Far Eastern Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 





Ecuador Reduces Advance 
Deposit for Some Imports 


The Ecuadoran requirement for an 
advance deposit of 30 percent of the 
c. i. f. value of imports classified in 
list 1, imposed in July, has now been 
reduced to 15 percent for some items 
by a resolution of the Monetary 
Board. 

Items affected are for the most 
part capital goods contributing to the 
nation’s economic development, such 
as agricultural and industrial ma- 
chinery, raw materials, and products 
for use in agriculture and industry. 

The advance deposit is eliminated 
completely for imports made to order 
if more than 8 months are required 
for production.—Emb., Quito. 





Syria Waives Exit Visa 
For U. S. Nationals 


The Syrian Government no 
longer requires, effective Sep- 
tember 21, that American na- 
tionals have an exit visa, it has 
been announced. 

Such visas were waived by the 
Svrian Government on the basis 
of reciprocity with the U.S. Gov- 
ernment.—Emb., Damascus. 











Guaranty To Greece Up 


The 200-million-mark (US$47.7. 
million) ceiling on West German Goy.- 
ernment credit guaranties for export 
of investment goods to Greece, pro- 
vided for in the German-Greek credit 
agreement of November 1953, has been 
raised as a result of negotiations con. 
ducted in Bonn between the German 
Economics Minister and the Greek 
Ministers of Coordination and Fi- 
nance. 

Of the initial 200-million-mark ceil- 
ing, approximately 120 million marks 
($31 million) of credits already have 
been guaranteed. 


The Greeks, in turn, have agreed 
that in the future private small and 
medium-size establishments also will 
be given a chance to place orders for 
investment goods in the Federal Re- 
public. For this purpose the Greek 
Government has established a credit 
institution, the Economic Develop- 
ment Financing Organization, OCHA, 
designed to promote the development 
of Greek private industry. 


Greece Offers Guaranties 


That institution will guarantee pay- 
ment vis-a-vis the German exporter 
for private Greek orders, in addition 
to the transfer and other guaranties 
usually given by the Greek National 
Bank, and the Federal Republic will 
treat such orders like government 
orders. 


The Greeks reportedly also have 
given assurances that they will imple- 
ment in a liberal manner last year’s 
German-Greek agreement on the re- 
turn of private German assets in 
Greece. 


Two large projects, each totaling 
about $15 million to $20 million, which 
were carried out in the framework of 
the German-Greek loan agreement, 
have been completed. These are the 
lignite project in northern Greece, in 
which Krupp has taken part, and the 
oil refinery in the vicinity of Athens, 
constructed in cooperation with Krupp, 
Hydrocarbon, and Stahlunion. 


Another important project is the 
construction of a plant for the proc- 
essing of nickel ore by Krupp in La- 
rymna in central Greece. Production 
at this plant, which has an annual 
capacity of about 130,000 tons of nickel 
ore, will begin early in 1956. Con- 
struction costs are estimated at $l1l 
million, of which $4 million has been 
financed by Krupp. 





Ireland’s exports of bacon in the 
first half of 1955 totaled 3.6 million 
pounds, of which Great Britain took 
more than 3.5 million and the United 
States the balance, according to the 
Foreign Agricultural Service. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Dominicans Require 
Use of Metric Units 


The Dominican Republic has taken 
additional steps in the gradual in- 
troduction of the metric system on 
an obligatory basis. 

Metric lineal, surface, and cubic vol- 
ume units are to be the only measure- 
ments that may be used in all opera- 
tions, public or private, after Novem- 
ber 1, 1955; metric weight units must 
be used after January 2, 1956. 

Use of units other than metric 
will be prohibited in any public or 
private document except commercial 
documents to be sent abroad which 
refer to transactions with other coun- 
tries and documents containing ref- 
erences to operations effected before 
the new requirement became effective. 

After the effective dates, metric 
units must be used in Dominican 
consular invoices. Use of metric units 
in commercial invoices and other doc- 
uments relating to imports is desir- 
able, although not obligatory except 
in commercial invoices used in lieu 
of consular invoices. 

Containers must be marked to show 
net contents in units of the metric 
system—lineal, surface, and cubic 
volume after November 1, and weight 
after January 2—in addition to any 
other required markings. If the re- 
quired label has not been furnished 
by the foreign exporter, it must be 
added by the first seller in the Do- 
minican Republic. Inconvenience to 
Dominican importers and delays in 
Customs will be greatly reduced if 
the proper label is affixed before 
shipment. 

In all sales, prices must pertain to 
metric units. In all advertising and 
public notices, no units other than 
metric may be used. Violations are 
punishable by fines and/or imprison- 
ment. 


These latest steps were taken 
through decrees No. 1021 of July 20 
and Nos. 1955 and 1119 of September 1. 


Former steps to enforce the metric 
system were reported in Foreitn Com- 
merce Weekly, October 25, 1954, 
page 23. 





France’s cotton imports of 1,372,000 
bales of 500 pounds gross in 1954-55 
were only 1 percent less than the 
1,383,000 bales imported in 1953-54, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service re- 
ports. 

The United States was the largest 
Single source of supply, with imports 
of 447,000 bales, or 33 percent of the 


total. The second most important 
suppliers were Syria and Turkev with 
24 percent, followed by the French 


Overseas Territories with 14 percent, 
Egypt 12 percent, Latin American 
countries 8 percent, and India and 
Pakistan 4 percent. 
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Lebanon Lifts Ban on 


Import of Bees 


Import of bees into Lebanon, 
formerly prohibited, now is au- 
thorized under the following 
conditions: 

ePrior import license must be 
obtained showing the amount of 
bees to be imported, as well as 
the varieties, and country of or- 
igin. 

eThe consignment must be 
accompanied by a regular health 
certificate attesting that the 
bees are free from disease. In the 
United States such a certificate 
may be obtained from the En- 
tomologist of the State of origin. 

eThe consignment is to be 
destroyed immediately should it 
appear after a test that the bees 
are infected with Acarapis woodi, 
Malpighamoeba mellificae, Mo- 
semo apis Zander, or Apimyasis 
Zander.—Emb., Beirut. 











French Change Oil 
Exploration Rules 


Reculations governing the issuance, 
extension, and transfer of exclusive 
permits for petroleum exploration and 


exploitation have been established in 
France. 


Application for extension of an ex- 
ploration permit is now permitted 4 
months before expiration of the orig- 
inal permit, whereas formerly such 
application had to be made 6 months 
before the expiration date. Exploring 
companies thus benefit by an addi- 
tional 2 months in which to select 
the part of the area they may wish to 
retain. Under existing legislation, 50 
percent of an area covered by an orig- 
inal permit must be surrendered au- 
tomatically at expiration of that per- 
mit. 


Schedules of royalties payable by 
exploitants of concessions, according 
to the quantity of crude oil produced, 
have been sent to the oil companies 
but have not been published. This 
system of royalties is applied on a 
graduated scale, under decree No. 55- 
593 of May 20, 1955. Revenue from 
these charges may be attributed, under 
the decree, to special purposes. 


The new regulations, put into effect 
by a French Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce decree of August 27, pub- 
lished in the Journal Officiel of Sep- 
tember 1, implement the provisions of 
decrees of May 20, which amended 
existing legislation, principally the 
mining law of 1810. 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Colombia Further Amends 
Import License Controls 


An exporter to Colombia in order 
to obtain an import registry will now 
be permitted to present to the Co- 
lombian Office of Exchange Registry 
a letter from an authorized supplier 
stating that the exporter is authorized 
to represent him in the export mar- 
ket, in lieu of a factory invoice. 


This new regulation is a further 
amendment to Colombian Office of 
Exchange Registrv resolution No. 29, 
which was previously modified to per- 
mit presentation of a letter from 
the manufacturer in lieu of the 
factory invoice. 


Under the former amendment, 
factory invoices were no longer re- 
ouired if the manufacturer notified 
the Exchange Registry Office by letter 
that the exporter was authorized to 
represent him in the export market. 
Such a procedure however, could not, 
assist some exporters. particularly ex- 
porters of automobile spare parts, 
who do not represent the regular ex- 
port division of the lareer companies. 
Thus the further modification states 
that letters from authorized suppliers 
of such exporters will be acceptable. 


If a supplier’s letter is apnroved by 
the Colombian Office of Exchange 
Registry, the exporter does not have 
to provide a manufacturer’s invoice 
on future shipments. He may then 
make a shipment under his own in- 
voice, attaching a sworn statement 
guaranteeing that his invoice prices 
are correct and true net factory prices 
for the merchandise.—Emb., Bogota. 





Brazil Arranges for Import 
Of Copper via West Germany 


Copper of Chilean origin shipped 
from Western Germany may now be 
imported into Brazil through clearing 
arrangements established by the Bra- 
zil-Chile payments agreement. 


Each transaction is to be authorized 
separately by the Council of the Bra- 
zilian Superintendency of Money and 
Credit on condition that prices are 
considered satisfactory and that the 
transaction has the consent of the 
Chilean Central Bank. 


This method of payment for Chil- 
ean copper shipped from Germany 
was authorized by Brazilian Foreign 
Trade Department (CACEX) Com- 
munication No. 57 dated September 30. 
From time to time CACEX issues or- 
ders of this type permitting special 
payment arrangements for import of 
specified products—Emb., Rio de Ja- 
neiro. 
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CEYLON 


Abolishes Pepper Duty 


The Ceylonese duty of 50 rupees 
per 100 pounds on pepper exports has 
— terminated, effective September 
26. 

The United States is the principal 
purchaser of Ceylon’s pepper, having 
taken nearly 95 percent of the coun- 
try’s exports of this product in 1954, 
valued at 1.4 million rupees (1 rupee= 
approximately US$0.21). 





COSTA RICA 


Reduces Duty on 5 Items 


Costa Rican import duties have been 
reduced for 5 items by decree No. 18 
effective August 20. 


Tariff items affected and their new 
duties, specific in colones per gross 
kilogram and the c.i.f. ad valorem rate, 
with former rates, shown in paren- 
theses, are as follows (1 colon=$0.1764 
at official selling rate): 


273 a. Pulverized oyster shells for poultry 
feed: 0.10 (1.00) and 4 percent (20 percent). 

492 a. Glue: 0.65 (2.50) and 4 percent (20). 

563 b. Common wrapping paper—kraft, sul- 
phite, etc.—without printing: 0.50 (0.75) and 
4 percent (10). 

862 e. Spouts and handles for the manu- 
facture of domestic utensils: 0.65 (3.00) and 
4 percent (20). 

1042. Metal furniture for medical or surgical 
use: 1.00 (3.00) and 10 percent (15). 


La Gaceta, August 20, 1955. 





LEBANON 


Revises Import Duties 


Lebanese import duties and tariff 
classifications have been revised for 
foam rubber, foam-rubber articles, 
and household air-conditioning de- 
vices. 

The duties were raised on foam rub- 
ber and foam-rubber articles to pro- 
tect the domestic industry. 

Lebanese tariff items affected and 
their new duties, with former rates 
shown in parentheses, are as follows: 





Effective September 2: 


372. Vu'canized rubber plates, sheets, bands, 
and threads: (a) Bands and threads intended 
for industry, free (free); (b) articles made 
of foam rubber (revised classification), 40 per- 
cent ad valorem (26 percent); (c) others, 25 
percent ad valorem (25 percent). 

377. Other rubber articles: (a) Soles, heels, 
and sheets irtended for the manufacture of 
soles 60 centimers long, 30 centimeters wide, 
and from 3 to 10 millimeters thick, 50 percent 
ad valorem (50 percent); (b) foam rubber in- 
tended for the manufacture of mattresses 
revised classification), 40 percent ad valorem 
25 percent); (c) others, 25 percent ad valorm 
(25 percent). 


Effective September 5: 


839. Air-conditioning devices (new classi- 
fication): (a) For industrial purposes, 1 per- 
cent ad valorem (1 percent): (b) others, 40 
percent ad valorem (25 percent). 


Emb., Beirut. 
12 


MEXICO 


Lowers Export Duties 


Mexican export duties applicable to 
castor oil and ferroalloys have been 
reduced, effective October 9, and, 
through a reduction of duties, a sub- 
Sidy has been established for some 
vanilla exports, retroactively effective 
for the period August 1-November 15. 


The oil and ferroalloy items affected, 
their new duties, and former duties, 
shown in parentheses, are the follow- 
ing: 

79-04. Castor oil, not specified: 20 percent 
ad valorem (35 percent). 

80-00. Ferroalloys in ingots or scrap: 6 per- 
cent ad valorem (25 percent). 

Classification also revised through addition 
of word “scrap.” 

The subsidy on vanilla is in the 
amount of 50 percent of duties appli- 
cable to exports under the following 
classification: 

23-13. Vanilla with double container of tin- 


plate and of wood: Normal duty, 10 percent 
ad valorem. 


—Diario Oficial, October 8, 1955. 





SWITZFRLAND 


Lowers Duties Temporarily 


Swiss import duties on two classes 
of coniferous wood have been tempo- 
rarily reduced. 

The items affected, their temporary 
duties, in Swiss francs per 100 kilo- 
grams gross, and original duties, shown 
in parentheses, are as follows: 

Round coniferous timber in the rough, 0.05 
(0.50); amd coniferous lumber and timber, 
sawn lengthwise or split, even completely 
squared, 0.50 (2.50). 

The duties, put into effect by a 
Federal Council decree of September 
23, published in Schweizerisches Han- 
delsamtsblatt No. 227 of September 28, 
are retroactive from September 1, 1955, 
and remain in effect until August 31, 
1956. The Swiss Government, how- 
ever, has reserved the right to reim- 
pose the full rate of duty before the 
expiration date of the temporary sus- 
pension. 








Quota Balances .. . 
(Continued from Page 8) 


Electrical Machinery, Supplies, and 

Apparatus 

2. Carbon electrodes, $20,050. 

29. Dry batteries, high-tension, $550. 

28. Dry batteries, torch, $2,775. 

130. Electric fans complete with motors, for 
domestic use, $22,125. 

132. Electric-light bulbs, $10,450. 

103. Electric-light fixtures, $26,650. 

102. Electric meters, $17,200. 

101. Electric refrigerators and parts, for do- 
mestic purposes, $148,010. 

131. Electrically operated domestic washing 
machines, including domestic electric dish- 
washing machines, $95,980. 

An ironer or drier also may be shipped with 
each washing machine under this quota 
balance. Not more than one-third of the 
quota balance available for this group may 


—s 


be used for shipment of ironers or driers in. 
dependently of washing machines. 


153. Electric switches, $210. 
195. Portable electric generators, $7,500. 
27. Vacuum cleaners and parts, $118,359. 


Industrial Machinery and Apparatus 
129. Gear transmissions and gears, $12,475, 
24. Mechanical valves, $29,150. 

128. Pulley blocks, $250. 


Agricultural and Garden Machinery 
and Equipment 
46. Beehives and frames, bee veils, bee smok- 
ers, and other beekeepers’ accessories, $3,965, 


50, 51, 52. Forks, hoes, and rakes for garden 
and farm use; handles for such implements, 
$275. 


Automotive Equipment 


216. Chemical maintenance products for 
motorcars except Oils and polishes, including 
valve-grinding cempounds, radiator-leak 
weather sealer, gasket cement, radiator fi 
hydraulic-brake fluid, rubbing compounds, 
mechanic’s blue for marking valves, bearings, 
etec., and tar remover, $3,000. 


30. Spark plugs, $5,450. 
213. Windshield wipers and parts, $975. 


Chemicals and Related Products 
204. Bone black, $1,505. 
136. Fuses and detonators, $300. 


206. Medicinal preparations packed ready for 
retail sale under proprietary or trade n 
excluding veterinary medicinals, $153,045. 


3. Paints and varnishes, $14,075. 
37. Petroleum-jelly preparations, $6,675. 
205. Porcelain enamel frit, $18,750. 


182. Toilet preparations, including tooth- 
paste and powder but excluding perfumery 
and soap, $34,200. 


Photographic and Projection Goods 
6°. Photographic coated paper, not sen- 
sitized, $11,825. 
58. Photographer's plates, $550. 


Office Supplies 

176. Carbon paper, $7,030. 

198. Filing boxes or filing trays, of wood or 
cardboard, $375. 

137. Typewriter ribbons, $97,525. 


Sporting Goods 


41. Ice skates, roller skates, ice hock 
equipment, and other sports equipment, $2 


Miscellaneous 


196. Aquarium equipment, includes aquar- 
jum pumps, $1,500. 

193. Artificial teeth, $263,135. 

If circumstances permit, the quota balance 
available for artificial teeth, commodity group 
No. 193, also will be made available by BFC 
for shipment of dental equipment and in- 
struments. 

44. Buttons of all kinds other than vege- 
table-ivory and dum buttons, $1,215. 

95. Goldsmiths’ and _ silversmiths’ 
$24,975. 

88. Ice-cream cabinets, $7,650. 

144. Jute webbing, $450. 

207. Laundry soap, $16,125. 

90. Manufactured abrasive cloths, papers, 
and disks, $2,825. 

22. Oil lamps and lanterns for illumination, 
$4,725. 

40. Toilet requisites, including only powder 
bowls or boxes, powder puffs, nail polishes, 
na‘l clippers, rail files, denture bowls, mani- 
cure sets, compacts, vanity cases, and pancake 
cases, $14,685. 

9. Toys, dolls, and parts, of all kinds except 
those made of hemp, $13,105. 


93. Varnished cambric insulating material, 
11,600. 


wares, 





Australia’s wheat crop for 1955 is 
forecast at 200 million bushels, com- 
pared with 167 million harvested last 
season, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Sugar Plant Planned 


In French Morocco 


American capital is requested to 
help finance the installation of a beet- 
root-processing pliant for the manu- 
facture of sugar in French Morocco. 

Mr. Juan Segura Bartoli, a Spanish 
national, offers a U. S. investor or 
group controiling interest in the plant, 
i. e., 51 percent of the capital invest- 
ment, or $2,800,000. Mr. Segura 
proposes to start his new piant in 
association with Mr. Rene Bruguier, 
a French national who is his partner 
in a simiiar venture at Mercier La- 
combe, near Oran. 


The new plant—to be located at 

Berkane, a small town about 60 kilo- 
meters from Oudja, near the Algerian 
border—wouid have a processing ca- 
pacity of about 600 tons of sugar beets 
daily. 
A prospectus for the proposed sugar 
plant and a brocnure on the Barcelona 
firm are availabie for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington zo, D. C. 

Interested parties should correspond 
direct with Mr. Juan Segura Bartoli, 
c/o Sucrerie Kene Bruguier & Co., 27 
Rue Rostand, Uran. 





New Power Equipment 
Wanted in India 


The Director of Industries and Cen- 
tral Purchasing Officer, Bombay, in- 
vites tenders until February zy, 1996, 
for the supply and insvaliation of the 
following nyaroelectric equipment: 

eFour turbines of vertical shaft, 
single runner, 4 jet, impulse type, each 
raved to deveiop 87,000 hp. at 300 
r. p. m. under a mean effective head 
of 1,500 it. coupled to 4 generators 
each having a capacity of 70,000 kv.-a. 
at 0.9 pF, 15 kv., 3 phase 50 c., with a 
Main exciter and a pilot exciter, both 
mounted on the same shaft in a com- 
pact manner. 


eOne house turbine-generator set 
comprising a horizontal shait, single 
runner, single jet, impuise turbine 
capabie of developing 2,250 hp. at 750 
r. p. m. under a mean effective head 
of 1,560 ft. coupied to a generator of 
2,000 kv.-a. at U.s pF 400/230 v. 3 phase 
50 c. with an exciter mounted on the 
same shaft. 

The tender form, instructions to 
tenderers, technical specifications and 
drawings, and general conditions of 
contract may be purchased from the 
Office of the Director of Industries and 
Central Purchasing Officer, Old Cus- 
tom House Yard, Fort, Bombay, for $21. 


November 7, 1955 


NATO Plans Installations in Italy 


Six new projects in Italy, costing an 
estimated $2,129,000, have been opened 
to U. S. bidders under the interna- 
tional competitive bidding procedure 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organ- 
ization (NATO), the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce has reported. 

The first, project No. 017 estimated 
at $96,000, involves installation of con- 
trol and safety devices for fuel tanks, 
pumping machinery, dispensing facili- 
ties, and piping valves and ancillary 
equipment, to form fuel storages of 
600 and 900 cubic-meter capacity, 100 
meters in diameter, cylindrical. The 
project is to be completed in 150 cal- 
endar days. The last date on which 
applications for bidding will be ac- 
cepted is November 15; invitations to 
bid will be sent to qualified firms on 
November 20, and bids will be opened 
on or about December 20. 


The second, project No. 018 esti- 
mated at $281,000, involves supply of 
standby generators and compressed 
air installations for a petroleum sys- 
tem in Italy, to be completed in 200 
calendar days. Major items required 
are No. 8 standby generators 50-kilo- 
watt, 90-horsepower diesel engine, 
complete with supporting frame and 
elastic coupling; No. 38 standby gen- 
erators 25-kilowatt, 45-horsepower die- 
sel engine, complete as indicated; and 
No. 13 compressed air installations, 
composed of an air compressor with a 
capacity of 10 cubic meters per hour, 
30 kilograms per square centimeter, 
coupled ‘with 6-horsepower electric 
motor with supporting frame, No. 2 
bottles, 400 liters. 

The last date on which applications 
for bidding will be accepted is No- 
vember 15; the approximate date on 
which invitations to bid will be sent 
to qualified firms is November 20; and 
bids will be opened around Decem- 
ber 20. 

Steel Sheets Needed 


The third, project No. 019 estimated 
at $720,000, involves supply of steel 
sheets and reinforcing frame for tanks 
of 5,000 and 2,500 cubic meters. The 
project is to be completed in 200 calen- 
dar days. Bids will be accepted until 
November 15; invitations to bid will 
be sent to qualified firms around No- 
vember 22; and bids will be opened 
approximately December 22. 


The fourth, project No. 020 esti- 
mated at $64,000, calls for supply of 
valves for fuel isolated storage points 
P. O. L. system, as follows: Lubricated 
plug valves, 2” to 10” diameter; gate 
valves, 2” to 10”; and check valves, 
2” to 8”. The work should be completed 
in 100 calendar days. 


The fifth, project No. 021 estimated 
at $72,000, involves supply of pumping 


installation for fuel P. O. L. system, in- 
cluding centrifugal pumps, with hori- 
zontal and vertical axes. The project 
should be completed in 150 calendar 
days. 

Applications to bid on these two 
projects must be received by Novem- 
ber 15; invitations will be sent to 
qualified firms on November 20; and 
the bids will be opened on or about 
December 20. 

Works To Be Constructed 

The sixth, project No. 022 estimated 
at $896,000, involves construction of 
civil - engineering, mechanical, and 
electrical works of the following fuel 
storages: Cameri, 5,000 cubic meters; 
Collecchio (Parma), 10,000 cubic 
meters; Falconara, 1,000 cubic meters; 
Ravenna, 5,000 cubic meters. Steel 
tanks, valves, pumps, electrical gen- 
erators and ancillary equipment for 
this project will be supplied by the Air 
Force. 

The works are to be completed in 
250 calendar days. The last date on 
which applications to bid will be ac- 
cepted is November 30; the approxi- 
mate date on which invitations to bid 
will be sent to qualified firms is De- 
cember 15; and the date bids will be 
opened is about January 15, 1956. 


Interested firms should submit their 
applications on each of the above 
projects to Ministero Difesa-Aero- 
nautica, Direzione Generale Demanio, 
Ufficio Studi, Viale Castro Pretorio, 
Rome, giving information on their 
qualifications on an appropriate form 
which may be obtained from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. The envelope containing the 
application and the enclosed form 
should be marked conspicuously to 
show the respective project number. 

A brochure describing the NATO 
international bidding procedure may 
be obtained upon request from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, or 
from any U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Office. 





New Zealand To Purchase 3 


Centering, Facing Machines 


The Acting Chief Mechanical Engi- 
neer, New Zealand Government Rail- 
ways, Wellington, invites tenders on 
the supply of three centering and fac- 
ing machines. No bid deadline is 
specified. 


A copy of the specifications and 
drawings is available for review on 
loan from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 
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New Zealand Firm Seeks Capital Tanganyika Invites Bids 


The New Zealand firm of Premier 
Products, Ltd., and Reliance Products, 
Ltd., associated companies of 66 Dixon 
Street, Wellington, are offering to an 
American manufacturer of veterinary 
products or paints a controlling inter- 
est in the two enterprises in exchange 
for capital investment and technical 
assistance. 

Premier Products, Ltd., is the dis- 
tributing company for the products 
manufactured by Reliance Products, 
Ltd., such as phenothiazine, for the 
control of worm infestation of sheep 
and other animals—manufactured 
under the trade name Prem—and 
Premier Calciferol for - controlling 
rickets and malnutrition in sheep. 
The company also manufactures Prep 
and Prene paints for interior and ex- 
terior household use. 

The rapid expansion of the com- 
panies in recent years reportedly has 
created the need for further capital 
expansion. In an effort to strengthen 
overseas connections and to facilitate 
exchange of technical data, the com- 
panies offer three-fourths of their 
present shares having a book value of 





Iranian Scouts To Buy 
Musical Instruments 


The National Iranian Scouting Or- 
ganization wishes to purchase 53 
musical instruments, 18 different 
types: 2 flutes, 2 piccolos, 4 trumpets 
B flat. 6 clarinets B flat. 2 alto 
clarinets E flat, 6 trumpets E flat, 2 
piston trombones, 3 altos E flat, 2 
baritones B flat, 2 alto saxophones, 1 
tenor saxophone, 2 small basses B flat, 
1 large bass E flat, 1 sousaphone, 4 
small drums, 1 bass drum, 2 cvmbals, 
10 reeds, and other musical equipment. 

Interested American manufacturers 
should write direct to Dr. Hosein 
Banai, Technical Manager, National 
Iranian Scouting Organization, Teh- 
ran, quoting their lowest prices—pre- 
sumably c. i. f. Korramshahr. 

American bidders should inform the 
organization fully of the nature of the 
terms offered, including method of 
payment, time of delivery, costs in- 
volved, and any other information 
which might be of interest to a non- 
commercial charitable organization. 





Ceylon To Purchase Cement 


The Government Stores Depart- 
ment, Colombo, invites tenders until 
November 29 for 25,000 tons of ordi- 
nary Portland cement. 

A copy of the tender notice and 
specifications is available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 
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approximately $95,000, and seek in ad- 
dition to that sum $30,000 to $40,000 
for expansion of present facilities. 

Both firms are said to be engaged in 
a field with substantial potential. New 
Zealand’s agricultural economy offers 
a large market for veterinary prod- 
ucts, as well as an expanding market 
in paints and related products for the 
country’s construction program of 
predominantly timber houses. 

A copy of the proposal of the New 
Zealand firms is available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Guatemala Seeks Bids 


On Road Construction 


The Departamento de Blenes Na- 
cionales, Licitaciones y Asuntos Ale- 
manes, 14 Calle No. 3-60, Zona 1, 
Guatemala City, invites bids until 
November 22 for the construction of 
approximately 51 kilometers of Guate- 
mala’s Pacific Slope Highway, from 
near Chiquimulilla to Pijije at the 
Salvadoran border. 

A 5-percent bond is required from 
bidders. The successful bidder must 
post a performance and compliance 
bond of 100 percent of the gross 
amount of the contract. Offers will 
be considered only from construction 
firms of good reputation, experienced 
in highway building, and in a good 
financial position. 

Work is to begin not later than 60 
calendar days after approval of the 
contract, and completed within 400 
days from its initiation. 


A copy of the bidding documents 
may be obtained from the Direccion 
General de Caminos, Estadio Olympico, 
Guatemala City, for $50 per set. A 
copy of the specifications is available 
for review on loan from the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 








Italian Firm in Market for 
Pipe-Manufacturing Plant 


F. Lli Paris, Impresa Costruzioni, 
S. R. L., an Italian firm which builds 
water ducts, sewerage installations, 
and the like, wishes to purchase one 
complete plant for the manufacture of 
centrifugal, precompressed, reinforced 
cement pipes. 

The plant must produce about 40 
meters of 1-meter-diameter pipe per 
day. 

Interested firms should correspond 
direct with the Italian firm at Piazza 
Oliva Besenzoni 4, Sarnico (Bergamo), 
Italy. 


On Cement-Making Plant 


The Tanganyika Government in- 
vites tenders for a cement-manufaec- 
turing plant at Wazo Hill. 

According to a_ geological-survey 
report entitled “Raw Materials for 
Cement Manufacture on Wazo H 
Kiserawe District,” published by the 
Government, deposits of good-quality 
limestone in this area are sufficiently 
extensive to warrant the establish- 
ment of a cement-manufacturing 
plant. 

Red soil would be the main con- 
stituant to be mixed with limestone 
plus an addition of iron. A reserve of 
21 million tons of limestone and 49 
million tons of red soil has been estab. 
lished. Quarrying rights will be made 
available on nominal terms by the 
Tanganyika Government. 

Wazo Hill is located 20 miles north- 
northwest of Dar es Salaam, on a pre- 
dominantly tar macadam road, and 
other road and rail networks are con- 
templated. 

The market for cement in Tan- 
ganyika is said to be excellent and it is 
claimed that the commodity could be 
produced at a price competitive with 
that of the imported product. 

Interested firms should correspond 
direct with the Commissioner for 
Mines, Private Bag, Dar es Salaam, 
Tanganyika. A copy of the geological 
survey is available for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Addition- 
al copies of the report may be 
obtained from the Commissioner for 
the use of companies wishing to study 
the project. 





Egypt Seeks Bids for 
Pumping Stations 

The Director General of the 
Egyptian Government Petroleum 
Refinery, Suez, invites tenders 
until November 23 for the sup- 
ply and erection of kerosene, 
gasoline, fuel oil, crude-oil, 
treated-water, and salty-water 
pumping stations. Bids must be 
submitted through an agent es- 
tablished in Egypt. 

A copy of the specifications 
and bidding conditions is avail- 
able for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 
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Greece To Buy Steel 
Sheets and Cables 


The Hellenic State Railways 
(SEK), 12b Polytechniou Street, 
Athens, invites bids until No- 
vember 15 for 24,262 kilograms 
of steel sheets and angles. 

The Ministry of Finance, State 
Procurement Service, 56 Venize- 
los Street, Athens, will accept 
tenders for 550 meters of elec- 
tric cables until November 25, 
and for 36,000 meters of rubber- 
insulated cables until Novem- 
ber 30. 

A copy of the bidding condi- 
tions and specifications is avail- 
able for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 
Firms should specify item of in- 
terest. 











Chile Calls for Bids 
On Mining Machinery 


The Caja de Credito Minera (CA- 
CREMI) in Santiago, a semi-auton- 
omous government entity established 
to superintend the small and medium 
mining industry, has announced an 
early call for bids on mining machin- 
ery and equipment to the approximate 
value of $3 million. 

Though bids will be considered on 
the basis of both price and credit 
terms, CACREMI states that it will 
give preference to offers which grant 
credit facilities on the basis of 25 per- 
cent on shipment of goods and 3 equal 
yearly installments to cover the bal- 
ance. The final contract award is ex- 
pected to be made about mid-Novem- 
ber. 

A prospective list of machinery and 
equipment required, subject to change, 
is available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U.S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. Specifications, when received 
may also be borrowed from that office. 





Amusement Park To Be Set 
Up at Brussels Exhibition 


The establishment of an amuse- 
ment park at the forthcoming Brussels 
Universal and International Exhibi- 
tion of 1958 in Belgium will be en- 
trusted to a specialized general con- 
tractor who will operate the park on 
a commercial basis under his own re- 
sponsibility and on his own account. 


Plans for the amusement park in- 
clude organization of up-to-date shows 


November 7, 1955 


and amusements for some 30 million 
expected visitors. An area of approxi- 
mately 10 acres will be set aside for 
this purpose and opened to the public 
for a 6-month period. 


Contractual conditions covering the 
operation of the amusement park and 
the basis upon which such a contract 
will be awarded are available on re- 
quest from the Societe de l’Exposition, 
10 rue du Chene, Brussels. 





Bermuda Quarry Wants 


Capital for Expansion 


Mr. Herbert Bierman, Rocky Heights, 
Smith’s Parish, Bermuda, seeks Amer- 
ican capital or partnership arrange- 
ment to expand his plant. A recently 
installed 18”x32” Telesmith primary 
crusher and a 28” Telesmith intercone 
crusher have a capacity of 50 to 60 
tons of crushed rock per hour, and 
an unlimited supply of limestone is 
accessible for strip mining. 


Capital is needed for purchasing 
equipment to make cement blocks and 
eave slates and to prepare premix 
road-surfacing material. Mr. Bierman 
wishes to stockpile sufficient gravel 
and sand to meet urgent demands 
from local U. 8. installations for such 
material. 


Mr. Bierman is interested also in ex- 
panding his facilities to produce cal- 


cium hydrate if a good market for it 
develops. 


Interested parties are invited to 
write direct to Mr. Herbert Bierman 
at the address given. 





Viennese Company Seeks 
Manufacturing Partner 


Hoerbiger & Co., a Viennese firm, 
wishes to enter into a partnership 
with a U. S. company or individual to 
manufacture the Viennese firm’s prod- 
ucts in the United States. The com- 
pany has been in business for about 
30 years and manufactures automo- 
tive vehicles, compressed air cylinders, 
and control valves. 


A potential U. S. partner would need 
to invest $300,000 to $500,000 in the 
enterprise, while the Austrian com- 
pany offers to supply designs, patents, 
know-how, and possibly some capital. 


A folder in English and a book in 
German describing the company’s ac- 
tivities are available for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25,D. C. A World Trade Direc- 
tory Report also is available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms for $1. Interested 
parties are invited to correspond direct 
with Hoerbiger & Co., 23 Braunhuber- 
gasse, Vienna XI, Austria. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able when indicated by symbol (*). 
Firms domiciled in the United States 
may obtain this material on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 


LICENSING OPPORTUNITIES 


Foodstuffs: 

French West Africa—Societe Indus- 
trielle des Produits Africains (S.I1.- 
P.A.) (manufacturer), 3 rue de Tol- 
biac, Dakar, is interested in negotiat- 
ing with a U.S. manufacturer who may 
be. interested in manufacturing in 
the United States under license choc- 
olate peanut butter. Details may be 
obtained from the firm’s lawyers: 
Mock & Blum, 10 East 40th St., New 
York 16, N. Y. 

Pyrotechnics: 

France—Societe E. Lacroix (Artifi- 
ciers) (manufacturer, wholesaler, ex- 
porter), 33 Chemin du Sang-de-Serp, 
Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, wishes to 
enter into a licensing agreement with 
interested U. S. firms for the ex- 
ploitation in France and French 
colonies of U. S. patents or processes 
and techniques relative to hail- and 
rain-prevention rockets, smoke-pro- 
ducing antifrost rockets, flares and 
railway signals, and cable-throwing 
rockets, for all current uses—indus- 
trial, commercial, agricultural, ma- 
rine, and others, including military 
(if not of a classified nature); also 
fireworks and related articles, for 
display and amusement. Catalog in 
French with some English transla- 
tions available.* 
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IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages: 

France—J. H. Secrestat Aline (man- 
ufacturer, exporter, wholesaler), 40- 
56 Cours du Medoc, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of good- and 
high-quality liqueurs, including cur- 
acao, kummel, and peppermint; 
aperitif drinks including bitters, toni- 
kola, vermouth, and others; also, 
cognac and armagnac brandies. Firm 
wishes to appoint an agent in New 
York for the eastern part of the 
United States and in New Orleans 
for the southern part of the United 
States. 

Clocks: 

Netherlands — Metaalwaren Indus- 
trie AWU (manufacturer, exporter), 
331 Mathenesserdijk, Rotterdam, 
wishes to export direct high-quality, 
artistically designed, metal desk and 
mantel clocks. Catalog of photographs 
available.* 

Cutlery: 

Germany — Ernst Darmann & Co., 
Stahlwarenfabrik (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 9 Spitzwegstrasse, Solingen- 
Wald, wishes to export direct or 
through agent steak knives, sport 
knives, and razors. Illustrated leaflets 
available.* 

Germany—Gebrueder Dresen (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), 20-22 Dorper- 
strasse, Solingen, wishes to export 
direct or through regional (except 
California) agents fine cutlery—pri- 
marily letter openers, pocket knives, 
and manicure articles, with or without 
advertising. Illustrated leaflet avail- 
able.* 

Foodstuffs: 


Australia—Lawton Pty., Ltd., (ex- 
porter, commission merchant), 230 
Elizabeth St., Sydney, to export di- 
rect Blue Mountain Arabica type cof- 
fee and New Guinea type cocoa. In- 
terested U. S. firms should supply 
the firm with instructions on grading 
required for coffee and cocoa for the 
U. S. market; also any shipping and 
packing details. 

Hotel and Restaurant Equipment: 

Italy—Officine FAEMA, s. p. a. (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), Via Ventura 5, 
Milan, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 500 monthly of very 
good auality automatic steam coffee- 
making machines of various sizes; 
also family type. Dlustrated leaflets 
and price list available.* 

Leather Goods: 


Spain—Manufacturas Cabezas (man- 
ufacturer), Avenida Dr. Solis Pascual, 
4, Ubriaque, Cadiz, wishes to export 
direct 30,000 pieces of first and extra 
quality leather goods for men and 
women, including pocketbooks, ciga- 
rette and coin cases, jewelry boxes, 
handbags, and wallets. Correspond- 
ence in Spanish preferred. 
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India Needs Electric 


Wharf Cranes 


The Director General, Supplies 
and Disposals, Shahjehan Road, 
New Delhi, invites tenders until 
December 1 for the supply, erec- 
tion, and test of 8 units of level- 
luffing electric wharf cranes, ten- 
der No. SB1/4455-F/11. 

Tender documents may be 
purchased from the Accounts 
Officer, India Supply Mission, 
2536 Massachusetts Avenue NW., 
Washington 8, D. C., for $3.25 
per set. 











Lime: 

Bermuda—Herbert Bierman (quarry 
operator) , Rocky Heights, Smith’s Par- 
ish, wishes to export direct or through 
agent lime. Present production of the 
crushed limestone could be expanded 
to meet demand. World Trade Di- 
rectory report being prepared. 

Machinery: 


Italy — Officine Meccaniche Enrico 
Battaggion (manufacturer, exporter), 
Via S. Mayr, 12, Bergamo, wishes to 
export direct or through agent 10 to 
12 metric tons monthly of machinery 
for the chemical, rubber, plastic, and 
explosive industries. Illustrated leaflet 
available.* 

Italy — Natale Previero (manufac- 
turer, exporter), Via Natta 12, Como, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent 30 units annually of plastic 
working machinery, including pel- 
letizing, extruding, and granulator 
machines. Illustrated leaflet in Italian, 
English description, and price infor- 
mation available.* 

Metals: 


Union of South Africa—N. C. Pihla- 
kas (miner, exporter), P.O. Box 1716, 
Cape Town, wishes to export 3 to 5 
tons monthly of tungsten and washed 
beryllium ores. 

Notions: 


Italy — Nicola Ferrajolo (potential 
exporter), Via Bassini, 38, Milan, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent patented button fasteners. 
Sample and leaflet available.* 


Pharmaceutical Products: 


France—Laboratoires Aubery (man- 
ufacturer), 1-3, rue Berthelot, Avig- 
non (Vaucluse), wishes to export—as 
exclusive supplier—tonics. The firm 
prefers selling to a single U. S. labora- 
tory or pharmaceutical firm which 
will package and market the products. 

Italy—vU. Ravizza, Soc. in Acc. (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), Via Pannonia, 2, 
Milan, wishes to export direct or 
through agent approximately $300,- 
000 worth annually of pharmaceutical 
products. Catalog, in French, and 
price list available.* 


Photographic Equipment: 

Italy—REALT, s. r. 1. (manufacturer, 
exporter), Viale Certosa, 100, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent very good quality light meters 
for photographic and _ cinemato. 
graphic use. Illustrated pamphlet 
and price list, in Italian, available* 

Sponges: 

Germany—Adolf Beck (exporter, im- 
porter, wholesaler), 14 Alexander- 
Strasse, Esslingen a. Neckar, wishes 
to export direct or through agent un- 
limited quantities of special synthetic 
sponges for the ceramics and por- 
celain industries. 

Tools: 

Germany — Stahlgesellschaft Hugo 
Baack & Co. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 151 Luettringhauserstrasse, 
Remscheid-Lennep, wishes to export 
$20,000 worth of hand tools monthly, 
including various types of wrenches, 
pliers, pincers, and nippers. Illus- 
trated leaflet available.* 

Germany—Wilhelm Haas (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 20 Vonkeln, Wup- 
pertal-Cronenberg, wishes to export 
direct or through agent screw augers 
of all kinds. Illustrated catalog with 
price list available.* 


Germany—Karl Schroeer (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 25 Telegrafenstrasse, 
Radevormwald, wishes to export di- 
rect twist drills, screw cutting tools, 
reamers, milling cutters, pliers, and 
wrenches. [Illustrated leaflets with 
price information available.* 


Germany — Karl H. Wehn (manu- 
facturer, exporter, wholesaler), 68 
Wettinerstrasse, Wuppertal - Barmen, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent 10,000 sets monthly of wood and 
auger bits and twist drills; 1,000 dozen 
monthly of files of all kinds including 
warding and needle files; and 5,000 
dozen monthly of pipe wrenches, and 
10,000 dozen monthly of bicycle 
wrenches, and other types of wrenches. 
Illustrated leaflet with price informa- 
tion regarding the wrenches avail- 
able.* 

Toys: 

France—Etablissements Pierre Bef- 
fara & Cie (manufacturer, exporter, 
wholesaler), Chamiers, pres Perigueux, 
Dordogne, wishes to export direct or 
through regional agents (except New 
York state and vicinity) unbreakable 
plastic toys, including farm sets and 
animals, soldiers, and creche’s replicas. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Air-Conditioning Equipment: 

Persian Gulf (Bahrein)—Mohamed 
Al Wazzan (general merchant, com- 
mission agent, dealer in electrical 
goods), Bahrein, wishes to purchase 
direct from U. S. manufacturers or 
dealers ceiling fans and air-condition- 
ing equipment of various capacities, 
such as 34- and 1-ton. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 




















n 
a 
ik 
c 
t 
t 
c 
8 
¢ 


—_— es ~*~ est - fe re 





oi Awe + 


imo ete_m@mete_e 


- ee” § Oo 


ww aoecwint 


“or 


"enon rary 


= = 
' 


l - 
al 
$e 
or 
l - 
S, 














WORLD TRADE LEADS 





—_ 


Books, Magazines, and Periodicals: 

Germany—W. E. Saarbach GmbH, 
Ausland-Zeitungshandel (importer, 
exporter, wholesaler), 25-29 Gereon- 
strasse, Koeln 1, wishes to purchase 
direct books and periodicals. 

Germany — Heinrich Stenderhoff, 
Universitaetsbuchhandlung, Antiquar- 
jat (importer of new and second-hand 
pooks), 114 Ludgeristrasse, Muenster/ 
Westf., wishes to purchase direct new 
pooks and rare editions. 

Chemicals: 

Israel—Nissen Preminger, Ltd. (im- 
porter, wholesaler, and retailer of 
medical, hospital and dental supplies 
and equipment; sales agent handling 
chemicals for the pharmaceutical in- 
dustry), 1 Hashaher St., Tel Aviv, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for the following: Agricultural 
chemicals, such as plant protection 
materials, pesticides, fungicides, and 
insecticides; pharmaceutical chemi- 
cals (whole range); and industrial 
chemicals (whole range). 


Firm wishes to receive descriptive 
literature and technical data on the 
latest developments in plant protec- 
tion and pest control products, as 
well as price lists. 

Italy—Giovanni Lazzara, s. r. 1. (im- 
porting distributor), Via Andegari 4, 
Milan, wishes to purchase direct and 
obtain agency for all types of chemical 
products for the pharmaceutical in- 
dustry. 


Iron and Steel: 

Italy—Giovanni Lazzara, s. r. 1. (im- 
porting distributor), Via Andegari 4, 
Milan, wishes to purchase direct and 
obtain agency for iron and steel 
(semimanufactures and scrap). 


Leather: 

Norway—Bjarne Soelberg (importer, 
agent, wholesaler of leather for shoes, 
bags, and belts), 4 Nedre Slottsgate, 
Oslo, wishes to purchase direct. or ob- 
tain agency from U.S. manufacturers 
for footwear leather, and leather for 
handbags and belts. First-class goods 
are desired, such as box-sides, box- 
calf, kid, and linings. 


Machinery: 

India — Sunderlal Bulakidas (com- 
mission merchant and wholesaler of 
agricultural produce), Katra Nauhr- 
ian, Patiala, Pepsu, wishes to pur- 
chase direct one complete plant for 
the manufacture of electric lamps and 
tubes. Firm prefers automatic ma- 
chinery, and offers from U. S. firms 
should be accompanied with detailed 
descriptive literature. 


Metals: 

Germany—Krupp Eisenhandel 
GmbH (importer, exporter, whole- 
saler), 2 Grabbeplatz, Duesseldorf, 
wishes to purchase direct copper foils. 
Firm requests that offers be ad- 
dressed to Krupp Eisenhandel Gesell- 
schaft m. b. H., 120 Altendorferstrasse, 
Essen, Germany. 
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Metal Products: 

Ireland—Universal Fabricators, Ltd. 
(manufacturer of general fabricated 
steel work), Steel Works, Jamestown 
Road, Finglas, Dublin, wishes to pur- 
chase direct welded mild steel tubing 
for conveying water not under pres- 
sure. 

Stationery Supplies: 

Sweden—C. A: Svardstrom AB (im- 
porting distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), P. O. Box 15106, Stockholm 15, 
wishes to purchase direct staplers and 
staples for office use. 

Textiles and Yarns: 

Italy—Giovanni Lazzara, s. r. 1. (im- 
porting distributor), Via Andegari 4, 
Milan, wishes to purchase direct and 
obtain agency for fabrics, as well as 
cotton and synthetic fiber yarns. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Spare Parts: 

Morocco (Spanish)—Ramon Villar 
Jimenez (commission merchant), Al- 
fau 7, Ceuta, seeks agency for auto- 
mobile spare parts. 

Feedstuffs: 

Netherlands—G. Buttner (manufac- 
turer’s agent, broker for dried semi- 
tropical fruits), 43c Henegouwerlaan, 
Rotterdam, wishes to obtain agency 
for cores and skins from apples in 
carload lots. 

Norway — Gulbranson & Thomle 
(agents), 3b Prinsensgate, Oslo, wishes 
to obtain agency for Durrah meal and 
maize (feedstuffs). 

Fibers: 

Germany—Robert Ziegler (sales/in- 
dent agent), 6 Bugenhagenstrasse, 
Hamburg 1, wishes to obtain agency 
for hard and soft fibers. 

Foodstuffs: 

Germany—J. E. F. Theile (manufac- 








French Visitor To Study 
Public Utilities 


Marcel P. Flouret, Chairman of 
the Board, Electricite de France, 
the French nationalized electric- 
ity industry, in Paris, will be in 
the United States until the end 
of November, visiting important 
producers and distributors of 
electricity. He wishes to ex- 
change information on the or- 
ganization of the French and 
American industries. 


Mr. Flouret’s U. S. address is 
c/o Mr. P. L. Schereschewsky, 
U. S. representative of Electricite 
de France, 2480 16th Street NW., 
Washington, D.C. His itinerary 
includes New York, Phoenix, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, De- 
troit, Washington, and New York. 











turer’s agent), 20 Oelschlaegerstrasse, 
Stuttgart-Sillenbuch, seeks agency for 
coffee, tea, cocoa, and chocolate; 
canned fish, meat, and vegetables; 
bacon, fat, oil, jams, juices, fresh and 
dried fruits, dairy products, and 
noodles. 

Germany—Robert Ziegler (sales/in- 
dent agent), 6 Bugenhagenstrasse, 
Hamburg 1, wishes to obtain agency 
for vegetable oils for the margarine 
industry, honey, and cocoa beans. 

Morocco (Spanish)—Ramon Villar 
Jimenez (commission merchant), Al- 
fau 7, Ceuta, seeks agency for canned 
food and groceries. 

Furniture: 

France—Ferchaud Fils (Manufac- 
ture de Sieges) (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, and exporter of modern chairs), 
L’Ouillette de Charzais, par Fontenay- 
le-Comte, Vendee, wishes to obtain 
agency for good-quality, medium- 
priced modern-type rest, easy and 
lounge armchairs, as well as con- 
vertible beds for home use. Quantities 
will be stated upon receipt of descrip- 
tive pamphlets and price quotations. 


Instruments, Professional, and 
Scientific: 

Canada—Canada Precision Instru- 
ments (Division of General Adding 
Machine Co.) (importing distributor, 
manufacturer’s agent), 229 Yonge St., 
Toronto, Ontario, wishes to obtain 
agency for laboratory apparatus, 
scientific instruments, and surveying 
equipment. 

Machinery: 

Germany—J. E. F. Theile (manufac- 
turer’s agent), 20 Oelschlaegerstrasse, 
Stuttgart-Sillenbuch, seeks agency for 
various types of food machinery. 

Medical and Toilet Preparations: 

Italy—SA. CO. FA. di Carlo Poerio 
(sales agent), 7/30 Via Orefici, Genoa, 
wishes to obtain agency for sanitary 
goods, dental supplies, pharmaceutical 
products, medicinal specialties, and 
cosmetics. 

Morocco (Spanish)—Ramon Villar 
Jimenez (commission merchant), Al- 
fau 7, Ceuta, seeks agency for drugs 
and medicines. 

Minerals: 

Australia—Blits Trading Co. Pty., 
Ltd. (exporter), 169a Exhibition St., 
Melbourne, Victoria, seeks agency 
from producers of rare earths. 

Naval Stores: 

Germany—Robert Ziegler (sales /in- 
dent agent), 6 Bugenhagenstrasse, 
Hamburg 1, wishes to obtain agency 
for resins and turpentine oil. 

Technical Industrial Supplies: 

Germany—Dr. Ing. Bruno Glauner 
(manufacturer’s agent), 31 A Hoelder- 
linstrasse, Stuttgart-W, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for various kinds of tech- 
nical specialties and novelties to be 
used by electrotechnical and machine 
factories. 
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Textiles: 

Morocco (Spanish) —Ramon Villar 
Jimenez (commission merchant), Al- 
fau 7, Ceuta, wishes to obtain agency 
for cotton, nylon, and rayon fabrics. 

Tools: 

Sweden—K. O. Rydaqvist (importer, 
exporter, wholesaler, sales /indent 
agent), 18 Biravagen, Djursholm 3, 
wishes to obtain agency from a U. 8S. 
manufacturer of diamond grinding 
and polishing emery wheels for grind- 
ing hard metal. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 








World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 

Tunisia—Henri Smadja, represent- 
ing Smadja, Venga & Co. “La Piece de 
Rechange Automobile” (importer, re- 
tailer, wholesaler of automobile parts 
and accessories), 52 avenue de Car- 
thage, Tunis, is interested in con- 
tacting U. S. manufacturers of auto- 
motive parts and accessories, and ob- 
taining technical information. Sched- 
uled to arrive about November 10, via 
New York, for a visit of 6 weeks. 

U. S. address: c/o Markus Freiser, 
39 Broadway, New York 6, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: New York, Chicago, Phila- 
delphia, Boston, Detoit, Cincinnati, 
and San Francisco. 





Australia — Ralph Lowe, represent- 
ing W. H. Lowe & Co. Pty., Ltd. (im- 
porter, retailer, wholesaler, manufac- 
turer), 188 Whitehorse Road, Balwyn, 
Victoria, is interested in visiting 
plants manufacturing circuit breakers 
and electric motor control equipment. 
Scheduled to arrive November 18, via 
New York, for a visit of 4 weeks. U. S. 
address: c/o U. S. Department of 
Commerce Field Offices in cities to be 
visited. Itinerary: New York, Phila- 
delphia, Bethlehem (Pa.), Cleveland, 
Detroit, Milwaukee, Princeton (Ind.). 

Germany—Horst Schnatmeier, rep- 
resenting Heinrich Schomaecker & Co. 
(exporter and manufacturer of vehicle 
springs and bodies, and of trailers), 
49 Bullerdeich, Hamburg 26, is in- 
terested in visiting manufacturers of 
sutomobile springs, bodies, and trail- 
ers, and obtaining technical informa- 
tion. Scheduled to arrive November 12, 
via Idlewild Airfield, New York, for a 
visit of 2 months. U. S. address: Bar- 
bizon Plazo Hotel, 106 Central Park 
South, New York 19, N. Y. 


Itinerary: New York, Boston, Syra- 
cuse, Buffalo (N. Y.), Detroit, Chicago, 
Milwaukee, Akron (Ohio), Cincinnati, 
and Washington. 

Israel—Simcha Golan, representing 
Solel Boneh, Ltd. (importer, exporter, 
manufacturer), Solel Boneh Square, 
P. O. Box 4854, Haifa, is interested in 
obtaining technical information on 
oil prospecting machinery and equip- 
ment. Was scheduled to arrive October 
27, via New York, for a month’s visit. 
U. S. address: c/o Solcoor Inc., 250 W. 
57th St., New York 19, N. Y. 

Japan —Seizo Goto, representing 
Goto Optical Laboratory Co., Ltd. 
(Goto Kogaku Kenkyusho K. K.), No. 
115 Shinmachi 1-chome, Setagaya-ku, 
Tekyo, is interested in the manufac- 
ture of optical instruments. Was 
scheduled to arrive October 28, via 
San Francisco, for a visit of 50 days. 
No U. S. address given. Itinerary: 
Phoenix, Tucson, Oklahoma City, 
Washington, New York, Boston, Ni- 
agara Falls, Pittsburgh, Chicago, 
Minneapolis, Los Angeles, and San 
Francisco. 


NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
graphed copies may be obtained 
by firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field Of- 
fices. The price is $1 a list for 
each country. 


Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade and 
industry data collected in the 
course of compiling each list. Brief 
extracts from these data follow 
each title for which such data are 
available. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Haiti.—Motor 
vehicles and equipment are not manu- 
factured in Haiti; as a result imports 
are necessary to meet local require- 
ments. There are 8,602 motor vehicles 
—including automobiles, trucks, and 
387 motorcycles. Imports of automo- 
tive vehicles and equipment in the fis- 
cal year 1954 were valued at $3,713,553. 
The United States supplied 89 percent 
of the vehicles, 95 percent of parts 
and accessories, and 74 percent of 
tires and tubes. Haiti has neither im- 
port nor exchange restrictions. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—S p a i n.— 
Spain’s embryonic automobile industry 
began to produce in some volume dur- 
ing 1954 but primary dependence was 
on foreign suppliers. Spain in 1954 
imported 10,129 automobiles, mostly 
from France, Italy, Great Britain, and 
the United States. 

The extent and sources of imports 
may be dependent, for some time, 
upon the relative availability of for- 
eign currencies in short supply and 
the desire of the authorities to restrict 
their use mainly to goods essential to 
the national economy. Regardless of 
exchange difficulties, French, German 
and British cars are popular in Spain, 
although the wealthy Spaniard still 


favors the high-powered American 
luxury cars. 


The number of old trucks on Span- 
ish roads has decreased noticeably. 


— 


A potential rival of imported trucks js 
the Spanish Pegaso diesel engine 
truck. Spain in 1954 imported 3,579 
trucks principally from Great Britain, 
Germany, France, Austria, and the 
United States. Spain also imported 
in that year 101 buses. 

Book, Magazine, and Periodical Im. 
porters and Dealers—United Kingdom, 
—The internal trade of Great Britain 
in books, newspapers, and periodicals 
amounts to about £68 million yearly, 
Included in this total are imports in 
bulk valued at approximately £3.25 
million; excluded are the relatively 
small items on a subscription basis in 
which copies enter through the mails, 
and the value of reference books, etc, 
sold direct by publishers. 

The United States was the principal 
source for imported publications in 
1952, supplying to the United King- 
dom over 25 percent of the total 
imports by value in books, and about 
40 percent by value in newspapers 
and periodicals. 

Coffee, Tea, and Cocoa Exporters— 
Colombia.—Coffee production and ex- 
ports in steadily expanding volume 
have been the mainspring of Co- 
lombia’s economy in the last half 
century. Returns from coffee are a 
major determinant of the domestic 
market for consumer goods and also 
the chief source of the foreign ex- 
change on which a large part of Co- 
lombia’s capital formation depends. 
About 600,000 coffee plantations in 
Colombia cover approximately 3,140,- 
000 acres of land. 

Production of tea and cocoa is small 
and is consumed entirelv in the domes- 
tic market; as production is insuffi- 
cient to meet the demand, Colombia 
is an importer of these commodities. 
Import licenses (registros de importa- 
cion) for tea and cocoa and export 
licenses (registros de exportacion) for 
coffee are rranted promptly and with- 
out restrictions in almost a]! cases. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment 
Imnrorters and Deslers—T rinidad, 
B. W. I.—Trinidad’s imports of elec- 
tric machinerv, apparatus, and ap- 
pliances in 1954 amovnted to BWI 
$6,993,900 (BWIS1—US $0.58). At pres- 
ent, because of the necessity to con- 
serve hard currency, the Colony of 
Trinidad and Tobago, in common with 
other British colonies. revuires an im- 
porter to obtain a license for most 
items before import is allowed, and an 
import license involving exvenditure 
of American dollars is customarily 
granted only for goods considered es- 
sential to the Colonv and not readily 
available in the sterling area. 


Fertilizer Manufacturers and Expor- 
ters—Morocco. 

French Zone.—Dry phosvhates con- 
stitute French Morocco’s foremost ex- 
port commoditv. The value of these 
exports in 1954 attained almost 19.6 
billion francs representing approxi- 
mately 20 percent of the total value of 
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the Protectorate’s export trade. The 
manufacture of fishery byproducts in 
French Morocco is a relatively young 
industry, the development of which 
has been encouraging. Exports of 
fishmeal, which can be used both as 
fertilizer and as animal feed, amounted 
in 1954 to approximately 8,800 metric 
tons with a value of 381 million francs 
(350 French Moroccan francs=US$1). 
No fertilizers are produced in French 
Morocco from a stockyard and oil mill 


waste. 

Spanish Zone.—The Spanish Zone 
of Morocco produces only a very lim- 
ited quantity of fertilizers. Its entire 
production of chemical fertilizers is 
consumed locally and is supplemented 
by imports from Spain. The Spanish 
Zone of Morocco maintains strict 
export and exchange controls. 

International Zone.—Chemical fer- 
tilizers are not produced in Tangier. 
The commercial fisheries established 
in Taneier produce and export in small 
quantities fish scrap and fishmeal for 
the manufacture of fertilizers. 

Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, 
and Exp°rters—Austria.—aAustria’s 
crop conditions vary from year to year. 
The yield for prunes in 1953 was 89,000 
metric tons, and only 39,000 metric 
tons in the following year. In years 
with good to bumper crops, Austria 
produces quantities sufficient for do- 
mestic requirements of apples, pears, 
cherries, apricots, prunes, plums, and 
walnuts. 


Locally-produced items such as table 
grapes, table apples, peaches, and 
hazelnuts are always in demand, as 
well as fruits and nuts such as oranges, 
and tangerines, lemons, grapefruits. 
figs, tananas, dates, almonds, chest- 
nuts, coconuts, and peanuts, not grown 
in Austria. 


Imports in 1954 consisted of fresh 
and dried figs, raisins, lemons, oranges, 
tangerines, other citrus fruits, bana- 
nas, dates, almonds, chestnuts, coco- 
nuts, other subtropical and tropical 
edible nuts, grapes, walnuts, hazel- 
nuts, apples, pears, apricots, cherries, 
peaches, berries, plums, prunes, mel- 
ons, and dried prunes. 


Furniture Importers and Dealers— 
Haiti—Most homes in Haiti are simply 
furnished with locally manufactured 
items of mahogany and other native 
woods and fibers. Import demand is 
largely for metal beds and springs, 
metal kitchen furniture and office 
furniture. Furniture imports in fiscal 
1953-54 had an estimated value of 
$329,867. Over 80 percent of these im- 
ports were from the United States. 
Haiti has neither import nor ex- 
change restrictions. 


Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Iran.—Iran is largely dependent on 
imports for its hardware requirements, 
although several items of hardware 
are manufactured locally. Local pro- 
duction, with a few exceptions, does 
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not meet the needs of the country 
and often the quality of the finished 
products does not meet local market 
requirements. 


The marketing of imported hard- 
ware is effected normally through 
commission merchants or exclusive 
distributors who solicit orders and 
import on their own account for 
wholesale to consuming industries and 
to dealers for later retail sale. 


Hide and Skin Importers, Dealers, 
and Exporters—Algeria.—Production 
of hides and skins in 1954 was as 
follows: Cowhides, 52,407 metric tons; 
calfskins, 5,521 metric tons; and horse, 
ass, and mule hides, 520 metric tons. 
Production of cowhides increased by 
8.5 percent over that of 1953, and calf- 
skins by 10.9 percent; but production 
of horse, ass, and mule hides declined 
18 percent. The total quantity pro- 
duced, however, is insufficient for the 
needs of the Algerian population and 
must be supplemented by imports. 
Hides and skins are not an important 
Algerian export. 

Instrument, Professional and Sci- 
entific, Importers and Dealers—India. 
—Reports covering the market for 
scientific instruments have been pre- 
pared for a number of foreign coun- 
tries by the Business and Defense 
Services Administration, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. A report on the 
market in India is in preparation and 
is expected to be available soon. 


Instrument, Professional and Sci- 
entific, Importers and Dealers—Por- 
tugal.—Revorts covering the market 
for scientific instruments have been 
prepared for a number of foreign 
countries by the Business and Defense 
Services Administration, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. A report on the 
market in Portugal is in preparation 
and is expected to be available soon. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Importers and Dealers—Thailand.— 
All cosmetic items such as face pow- 
der, lipstick, rouge, and nail polish 
are subiect to an imnvort license. Since 
these items are classified as nonessen- 
tials, import licenses are issued only 
once every 3 months and depend 
largely on actual market require- 
ments. The quantity licensed also is 
based on the importer’s record prior to 
the announcement of this restriction. 
Since the imposition of the import 
control, no import licenses have been 
issued for perfumes and hair-waving 
preparations as the Government con- 
siders that locally made products are 
able to meet the country’s needs. 

Naval Store Importers, Dealers, Pro- 
ducers, and Exporters—Denmark.— 
Naval stores, of which the most im- 
portant to the Danish industries are 
rosin and turpentine, are not pro- 
duced in Denmark. Portugal is the 
chief supplier of these commodities. 
Because of a more liberal granting of 
import permits, the United States 
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assumed second place in 1954 as a 
supplier of rosin. Naval stores are not 
exported from Denmark. 

Office Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Western Ger- 
many and Berlin. 

Paint, Varnish, and Pigment Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Dominican Republic.—The Domini- 
can Republic is progressing in the 
field of construction, and the demand 
for paints and varnishes is increasing. 
The country has a tropical climate 
with heavy rainy seasons that tend to 
damage buildings. For this reason, 
the demand for impermeable, metallic, 
and rubber-base paints is steadily in- 
creasing. 

A paint factory was established in 
1953 in the Dominican Republic for 
the manufacture of all types of paints 
and varnishes. With the exception of 
this company’s production and limited 
imports from the Netherlands, Ger- 
many, Great Britain, and Cuba, the 
United States provides all the paints 
and varnishes consumed in the Do- 
minican Republic. Paints produced in 
the United States still have the great- 
est demand. 

Paints and varnishes are not ex- 
ported or reexported at present. Dol- 
lar exchange does not present a prob- 
lem in the Dominican Republic. 

Photographic Supply Dealers and 
Photographers—Costa Rica.—As Costa 
Rica has no photographic industry, 
all photographic supplies used in the 
country are imported. Most imports 
of photographic supplies originate in 
the United States and Germany, al- 
though some come from England, 
France, Italy, and more recently, 
Japan. The Government has no re- 
strictions affecting the import of 
photographic supplies other than the 
requirement that such imports must 
be paid for at the free market rate 
of exchanee which is currently 6.65 
colones to the dollar. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Products Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Trinidad, B. W. L—Trinided has only 
one cigarette factory. The Colonv’s 
imports of leaf tobacco in 1954 
amounted to 1.595.834 pounds contain- 
ing less than 25 percent moisture. Of 
this smount 343,792 pounds came from 
the United States. Trinidad in 1954 
imported 2,481 pounds of cierars, 26.259 
pounds of cigarettes, and 2,862 pounds 
of other kinds of manufactured to- 

bacco. Of the cigarettes, 3,400 pounds 
came from the United States and 
practically all of the other kinds of 
manufactured tobacco came from the 
United Kingdom. 

At present, because of the necessity 
to conserve hard currency, the Colony 
of Trinidad and Tobago, in common 
with other British colonies, custom- 
arily requires an importer to obtain 


(Continued on Page 22) 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 








International Cologne Fall Fair Held 
In Two Sections; Restricted to Trade 


The International Cologne Fall Fair, 
was held in two sections, in Cologne, 
Germany, September 9-11. Both sec- 
tions were restricted to the trade. 

The Household Goods and Hard- 
ware Fair attracted 1,000 exhibitors 
and 34,000 visitors, and the Textile 
and Clothing Fair drew 724 exhibitors 
and 30,000 visitors. 


In the first section, price develop- 
ments were the main topic discussed, 
and it was observed that all branches 
of the industry represented had made 
great efforts to hold prices steady, 
despite increased costs. Prices had 
been reduced in some instances, par- 
ticularly in the refrigerator industry. 


Foreien firms representing Belgium, 
Great Britain, France, the Nether- 
lands, Austria, Switzerland, Japan, 
and the United States exhibited wash- 
ing machines, heating and cooking 
appliances, household machines, and 
electric equipment. Two American 
exhibitors participated. 


Business Normal 


Business at this fair was considered 
normal, and industry and trade circles 
believe development of the industry 
branches involved will continue. Vis- 
itors from 40 foreien countries were 
recorded, representatives coming from 
leading import firms and depart- 
ment stores in Brussels, Paris, Zurich, 
Milan, and New York. 

Exhibits in the Textile and Cloth- 
ing Fair comprised all typves of outer 
garments, underwear, knitted goods, 
home textiles, bedding, rugs, carpets, 
blankets, curtains, leather goods, jew- 
elry, and cosmetics. 

A special] feature of the fair was the 
“Men’s Fashion Week” in which ap- 





Australian World Fair 
Begins in July 

The 1956 Australian World’s 
Fair wili be held in Sydney, Aus- 
tralia, July 26-August 4, the 
managing director has an- 
nounced. 

The closing date for space ap- 
plications is March 1, 1956. 
Applications should be made on 
official forms available from the 
fair management, 234 Clarence 
Street, Sydney, New South Wales. 

Space will be allotted by date 
of receipt of application, but in 
the event of space cancellations 
in any section after the closing 
date, interested firms will be 
notified. 











proximately 113 firms of the men’s 
and boy’s clothing industry and re- 
lated branches gave a complete survey 
of their production programs. 

Business at the Textile and Cloth- 
ing Fair was satisfactory. Although 
the commercial results were mixed, 
the majority of producer firms re- 
ported that they expect to be busy for 
some time. This was not only true 
of all textile and clothing groups but 
of the affiliated groups, including 
leather goods, jewelry, fancy goods, 
and cosmetics. Much attention cen- 
tered on dralon and diolen clothing 
articles. Men’s and women’s suits 
made from these synthetic fibers are 
expected to be ready for sale at the 
next Textile and Clothing Fair sched- 
uled for March 1956. 


4-Man Trade Mission 
At Ethiopian Fair 


A 4-man trade mission, consisting of 
2 prominent businessmen and 2 Gov- 
ernment officials, staffs the U. S. 
Trade Information Center at the 
Ethiopian Silver Jubilee Fair being 
held in Addis Ababa, November 5-De- 
cember 4, 1955, the Office of Interna- 
tional Trade Fairs, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, has announced. 

The businessmen voluntarily serv- 
ing on the mission are Lorne D. Dun- 
can, formerly general credit manager 
of the National Distillers Products, 
New York, and now a business consult- 
ant in Santa Barbara, Calif.;: and 
Francis A. Mojo, vice president, Gala- 
tex Co., Inc., New York, N. Y., a hos- 
iery and textile import-export firm. 
Mr. Mojo has devoted his career 
to the textile import-export business. 
He arrived from New Delhi, where he 
had been participating in the Indian 
Industries Fair in a similar capacity. 

The Government Officials are 
Charles F. Hughitt, Acting Director, 
Consumer Durable Goods Division, 
Business and Defense Services Admin- 
istration, who will be the team leader, 
and Anthony J. Buchar, International 
Trade Analyst with the Department’s 
Chicago Field Office. Mr. Buchar has 
been in Addis Ababa since October 18, 
completing arrangements for the mis- 
sion’s participation at the fair. 

In addition to staffing the Trade In- 
formation Center for the duration of 
the fair, where thé team is avail- 
able for individual consultations on 
problems of trade with the United 
States, the mission, while in Ethiopia, 
will visit Asmara and discuss the local 
businessmen’s trade problems at meet- 
ings with trade associations and other 
business groups. 





New Hall Inaugurated 
At Luxembourg Fair 


The Luxembourg Internationa) 
Trade Fair, held July 9-24, was high- 
lighted by the inauguration of a new 
exposition hall which provided 3,400 
square meters of floor space. The fair 
now has a total of 50,000 square meters 
of exhibition space, of which 25,000 
square meters are covered. 

No figures on the value of goods ex- 
hibited or the volume of business 
transacted were published but after a 
period of cautious buying, sales re- 
portedly increased rapidly, making the 
total volume equal to, if not above, the 
1954 figures. The most active products 
were industrial and agricultural ma- 
chinery, electrical appliances, office 
equipment, food products, liquors, and 
household wares. 

Represented at the fair were 1,353 
firms from 26 different countries 
which exhibited some 20,000 different 
products. The number of firms rep- 
resented was slightly less than in 
1954—attributed by the fair manage- 
ment to a greater selectivity and a 
growing tendency toward larger ex- 
hibits. American companies did not 
exhibit directly, but products of 16 
were shown by Belgian-Luxembourg 
representatives. 

Next year’s fair probably will be held 
earlier—May 26 to June 9—to comply 
with the wishes of the majority of 
exhibitors, according to reports. 


Industrial and Arts Exhibits 
Planned in 3 Indian Towns 


An Industrial and Arts Evhibition 
is proposed to be held in India under 
the sponsorship of a private firm of 
merchants, exhibition organizers, and 
sales promotors. 

The first exhibit, according to the 
prospectus, is tentatively scheduled 
in Baroda, February 25-March 25, the 
second in Surat, April 5-May 4, and 
the third in Navsari, May 12-June 5, 
1956. 

Exhibits will include maps, charts, 
pictorial materials, live and_ still 
models of machinery, products of in- 
dustry and agriculture, and other 
similar items. 


Applications for space must be 
made on prescribed forms which may 
be obtained from the fair manage- 
ment not later than February 10, 
1956, for the exhibit in Barods; 
March 20 for Surat; and May 1 for 
Navsari. 


Exhibitors in 2 or more of the fairs 
will be granted a concession. 

Detailed information may be ob- 
tained by writing the Indian Arts 
Exhibitors, Latif Building, Revdl 
Bazar, Ahmedabad 2, India. 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





Road Haulage in U.K. 
About Denationalized 


Denationalization of road haulage 
in the United Kingdom has almost 
ended. Only the “parcels company,” 
a nationwide express service, and 1,629 
yehicles engaged in general haulace 
remained to be disposed of by the 
middle of October, and that company 
was expected to be offered for sale 
toward the end of the month. 

The Government is to permit the 
British Transport Commission to re- 
tain 7,750 vehicles, a larger number 
than was originally stipulated in the 
Transport Act of 1953, the Minister 
of Transport announced. That act, 
ordering denationalization of the 
long-distance road services, provided 
for a reduction of the nationalized 
fleet of about 32,500 units to about 
3,500 vehicles. 

The main reasons riven by the Min- 
ister for permitting BTC to retain the 
larger number were that the Govern- 
ment felt that the main objectives of 
denationalization had been achieved, 
as the 25-mile limit on private haulers 
had been abolished and the Commis- 
sion’s vehicles had been placed under 
the licensing system of the Road and 
Rail Traffic Act of 1933. 

In view of these and other consid- 
erations, the Government believed 
that transvort users should not be 
deprived of the efficient trunk services 
offered by the Commission, and thus 
it will be permitted to operate the 
larger fleet of 7,750 vehicles for trunk 
services. 





Israel Sponsors New Agency 
For Promotion of Tourism 


The Government-sponsored Israel 
Tourist Corporation, to replace the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry’s 
Tourist Center, has been created to 
pay more attention to long-term de- 
velopment of Israel’s tourist industry 
and to closer coordinate its problems 
with other Government Ministries. 

The new agency hopes to increase 
the present tourist budget of I£750,000, 
or US$412,500, by another I£500,000, or 
$275,000, in the current fiscal year. 


It intends to increase the number 
of tourists, prolong their stay and 
thereby extend the tourist season, and 
increase revenue without raising 
prices. To assist in this purpose four 
U. 8. specialists on tourism will visit 
Israel to study the various aspects of 
the country’s tourist trade under the 
technical assistance program of the 
- aipameamaens Cooperation Administra- 

on. 


Preparations for the 1956 season are 
now being made.—Emb., Tel Aviv. 
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U.S. To Aid Bolivia in Road Work 


A total of 260 kilometers of roads 
was built in Bolivia by the Ministry 
of Public Works in the year ended 
June 30, and maintenance work was 
done on all of the country’s 15,791 
kilometers of roads, the President of 
Bolivia said in a speech on the prog- 
ress of the country’s railroad and 
highway networks. 

A substantial part of maintenance 
in the future will be coordinated by 
the joint Bolivian-U. S. highway 
“servicio,” authorized by a bilateral 
agreement signed on August 3 and ef- 
fective through June 30, 1960. The 
Bolivian Ministry of Public Works and 
the U. S. Operations Mission to Bolivia 
will plan the work jointly. 

The sum of $865,000 so far has been 
budgeted by USOM for the servicio. 

O: this amount, USOM will put up 
$65,000 for work to be accomplished 
through December 31 of this year, and 
the Ministry will pay 75 million boli- 
vianos for the same period. 


Principal Highway in Progress 

The servicio will maintain about 2,- 
000 kilometers of the principal high- 
ways of the country, in particular the 
following: Sucre-Camuri; Villazon- 
Villamontes-Tarija; Potosi-Tarija; 
and the altiplano section of the Pan 
American highway. 

Work is progressing satisfactorily 
on the highway between Cochabamba 
and Montero via Santa Cruz, now the 
principal highway in the country, the 
President said. Last year 7,400 vehi- 
cles traveled the highway, and over 
10,000 vehicles are eapected to travel 
it this year. 

The recent grant of the Export-Im- 
port Bank of $4.7 million will make 
possible the asphalting of the entire 
road, which is scheduled to be com- 
pleted by early 1957. The highway’s 





New Railway Line Proposed 
To Be Built in Tanganyika 


A railway line may be built from 
Tanganyika’s Central Line Railway 
into the Kilombero Valley of Eastern 
Province within the next 2 or 3 years 
if a South African refining firm goes 
ahead with a plan for large-scale su- 
gar production in the valley. 

The new line would leave the Cen- 
tral Line near Kilosa and approxi- 
mately follow the road route south 
from that town. 

The unofficial estimate of the line’s 
cost is set at £3 million. 

Plans for building the line were re- 
vealed at a conference held at Mtwara, 
Southern Province, on September 23- 
24 for discussions of the future of Lin- 
di and Mtwara ports, the Southern 
Province Railway, and associated 
problems. 


usefulness was enhanced in the year 
ended June 30 by the completion of 
130 kilometers of connecting roads 
around and into Montero. 


The next highest priority for high- 
way construction is for a road between 
Montepunco and Puerto Villaroel on 
the Rio Mamore, 


This highway will connect the rela- 
tively heavily populated regions of 
western Bolivia and the southern De- 
partments with the almost unexploited 
Beni and Pando regions in northeast 
Bolivia. From Puerto Villaroel the 
Mamore and Beni River systems will 
permit easy access to almost all of the 
potentially rich agricultural regions 
of the two Departments. 

The distance between the two towns 
is 125 kilometers, and the 24 kilo- 
meters of roads so far completed per- 
mit ready transport of bananas from 
the Montepunco area to the Cocha- 
bamba market. 

Another road to reach the Rio Beni 
is that from the Province of Yungas. 
For this highway, to connect the cities 
of San Pedro and Caranavi, $400,000 
and 400 million bolivianos have been 
budgeted from U. S. development as- 
sistance and counterpart funds. 





New Transport Board 
Set Up in Ontario 


A two-man Highway Transport 
Board has been constituted in the 
Province of Ontario for the purpose 
of receiving and acting on applications 
for bus and transport operating licen- 
ses, a function previously assigned to 
the Ontario Municipal Board. 

The Board was to meet probably the 
week of October 18 for organizational 
purposes but was not to begin con- 
sideration of applications until Novem- 
ber, when it was to attack a backlog 
of work reported to range from 200 
to 350 applications. 

The Board was expected to give 
attention first to the numerous pend- 
ing applications of individuals for 
intraprovincial operating licenses 
before taking up applications for 
extraprovincial licenses, a number of 
which are from U. 8S. firms. 


The board was constituted under a 
provincial order-in-council of October 
13, issued under the Ontario Highway 
Transport Board Act passed earlier in 
the year. 





The Belgian Congo highway pro- 
gram was inadvertently reported as 
the Belgian road program in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, October 31, 1955, 
page 23. 
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Hotel accommodations in Amman 
are limited. The Jordan Hotel and 
Tourisin Co. is negotiating to build a 
60 to 80 room deluxe hotel in Amman. 
Walton Becket & Associates of Los 
Angeles, Calif.. which has designed 
und devorated the famous Hilton ho- 
tels in various countries, will be in 
charge of construction—Emb., Am- 
man. 





The airport at Bilbao, Spain, is to 
be equipped for night operations, ac- 
cording to the Spanish press. 

No details of the time schedule are 
available, but consular sources indi- 
cate that studies are already under 
way. A total of 8 million pesetas has 
been set aside for the initial work 
(38.95 pesetas—US$1). 





Scindia Steam Navigation Co., Ltd., 
resumed its Madras-Rangoon steamer 
passenger service on August 28 with 
the Sonavati, formerly in coastal trade 
on the West Coast. 


The Sonavati, a cargo-passenger 
ship with a deadweight of 2.500 tons 
and accommodations for 500 deck pas- 
sengers and 1,200 tons of cargo, has a 
speed of 13% knots and will make the 
Madras-Rangoon run in 4 days. Al- 
though biweekly sailings are sched- 
uled, a company official states that 
they may be scheduled at between 15 
and 16 days. 





The Assam Government has com- 
pleted a plan to build a 75-mile-long 
aerial ropeway, the world’s longest, 
according to a newspaper report from 
Shillong. It would extend from Shella 
to Amingaon via Cherrapunji, Maw- 
phiang, Shillong, and Pandu. 

The State government reportedly 
has commissioned a specialist from 
Czechoslovakia to design the ropeway. 





Air transvoertation service in the 
Canary Islands by Iberia Airlines has 
been authorized by the Spanish Gov- 
ernment. The run will be between 
Santa Cruz de Tenerife and Santa 
Cruz de la Palma, on different islands 
in the eroup, a distance of 144 air 
kilometers. 





Ratmalana Airport at Colombo has 
been recommended for improvement 
by the Ceylonese Director of Public 
Works, according to press reports. This 
improvement would consist of imme- 
diate strengthening of a section of 
runway, irrespective of any Govern- 
ment decision to construct a new run- 
way or to repair the existing one, 
which would take more time. Rebuild- 


TRANSPORT and TRAVEL NOTES 
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ing of the terminal building is already 
under way. 





Flota Grancolombiana has opened a 
new service to Spain. Bilbao is the 
only Spanish port at which these ships 
will call and the service will be irreg- 
ular. The run will also serve ports in 
Ecuador and Germany. 





Costa Rican national airline 
LACSA is considering the establish- 
ment in 1956, of a route from San Jose 
to Guayaquil, Ecuador, and Lima, 
Peru, though no formal application 
for this route has yet been made. 

Aeronautica Latino-Americano, re- 
portedly engaged in aircraft repair, 
mechanic training, and charter serv- 
ice, has ceased operations. Its assets 
have been sold to another indepen- 
dent company based at San Jose. 





New pilot fees for Port of Batabano, 
Cuba, have been established under de- 
cree No. 2690 of August 25, 1955. The 
charges, based on gross tonnage, range 
from $30 for a vessel of 1 to 50 tons 
to $170 for one of 3,001 to 3,500 tons. 
For all pilotage performed after dark 
the fees are doubled. 





Air France plans to use Super- 
Constellation aircraft, model 1049G, on 
its twice-weekly Paris-Chicago serv- 
ice this winter, replacing older Con- 
stellations of slower speed. Mixed-class 
Super-Constellations will also replace 
Viscounts during the winter season on 
the Paris - Copenhagen - Stockholm 
service. 





Deutsche Lufthansa, the West Ger- 
man air carrier, has announced that, 
effective October 1, it would be the 
chief agent of Air-India International 
for the territory of the Federal Repub- 
lic. 

This airline extended its Frankfurt- 
Madrid service to Lisbon on October 3, 
using Convair aircraft. 





Icelandic Airlines has added Bergen, 
Norway, to its scheduled stops on the 
New York-Luxembourg route. Weekly 
flights in each direction over this 
route will be made this winter, with 
stops at Reykjavik, Ieeland, and Ber- 
gen and Stavanger, Norway. 


The carrier also has scheduled two 
weekly services between Hamburg and 
New York during the winter, one via 
Copenhagen, Goteborg, and Reykjavik, 
and the other via Copenhagen, Oslo, 
and Reykjavik. 


— 


West India Fruit & Steamship Qo, 
has announced that it will inaugurate 
a daily passenger-car ferry service be- 
tween Havana and Key West in De. 
cember. Two of the company’s rajj- 
road car ferries, the Antonio Maceo 
and Jose Marti, are being converted 
for use on this run. They will have q 
speed of 17 knots per hour and a 
maximum capacity of approximately 
400 passengers and 125 cars and wil] 
make the trip in 5% to 6 hours. 

The company is constructing a pas- 
senger terminal at Stock Island, 4 
miles north of Key West, it is report- 
ed. In Havana, facilities for hand 
passengers and automobiles will be in- 
stalled on the docks already occupied 
by the company in connection with its 
operation of the Florida-Havana Rail- 
road car ferry. 





The Indian Airlines Corporation has 
agreed to an Afghan Government re- 
quest for 2 nonscheduled charter 
flights a day to Kandahar and 1 flight 
to Kabul to carry essential supplies 
from India to Afghanistan. These 
flights were expected to begin about 
September 21. The chartering of air- 
craft was necessitated by the disloca- 
tion of normal import channels owing 
to the closing of the land route via the 
Khyber Pass. The charter services 
will carry enough fuel to cover the 
return journey, as Kabul lacks suffi- 
cient refueling facilities. 





Air Laos inaugurated a recular 
weekly Vientiane-Hong Kong flight on 
September 12. A Boeing B-307 Strato- 
liner is scheduled to arrive in Hong 
Kong every Monday and depart every 
Wednesday. The inaugural! flight 
brought to Hong Kong 56 Laotian 
Government officials and guests. The 
round-trip fare has been set at US$100; 
the flying time is expected to be ap- 
proximately 6 hours. 





Yugoslav agencies concerned with 
tourism met in Belgrade in July to 
plan ways and means of promoting 
travel in that country. Tourism reve- 
nues are expected to reach $14 mil- 
lion in 1955. 

Also in July, Yugoslav planning au- 
thorities completed plans for a 10- 
year rehabilitation program, the most 
important phase of which calls for the 
construction of 25 modern hotels and 
100 boarding houses along the Adriatic 
seacoast.—Emb., Belgrade. 





World Trade .. . 
(Continued from Page 19) 


a license from the Government before 
importing most items. Licenses gen- 
erally are granted for purchases re- 
quiring U. S. dollars only when the 
commodities concerned are not readily 
available in the sterling area or are 
considered essential to the Colony. 
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New Gas Turbine Engine 
For U. S. Ships Tested 


Test runs of a new gas turbine 
e—one of four types of propul- 
gion units selected by the U. S. Mari- 
time Administration for use in its 
Liberty ship improvement program 
begun 2 years ago—were attended by 
staff members of the Administration 
at General Electric’s factory in Sche- 
nectady, N. Y., the Maritime Adminis- 
trator has announced. 

The General Electric unit viewed is 
to be installed by the Newport News 
Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Co. in one 
of the Maritime Administration’s 
Liberty ships from the Reserve Fleet. 
Sea trials are expected to take place 
in the spring of 1956. 

After seeing the tests the Adminis- 
trator said he was more enthusiastic 
than ever as to the prospects of ex- 
tensive marine application of the gas 
turbine. 

“T believe our pioneering in this field 
will be more than justified and that 
the American Merchant Marine will 
shortly have available to it a new 
efficient power package, and the Gov- 
ernment will have for full mobilization 
purposes a critical propulsion unit 
which can be built, operated, main- 
tained, and controlled with minimum 
manpower,” the Administrator said. 

He added that this is only the first 
step in the engine improvement pro- 
gram, and that “we will see in the 
not too distant future further develop- 
ment of gas turbine application now 
under construction by the General 
Motors Corporation.” This statement 
referred to the contract placed last 
year with General Motors by the Mari- 
time Administration for development 
of a free piston generator gas turbine 
propulsion unit. 





Air France Reaches Service 
Accord With Private Lines 


Air France and principal private 
French airlines have concluded an 
agreement to coordinate air service in 
the French Union, the Ministry of 
Public Works has announced. 


In the next 5 years Air France will 
have only one private competitor on 
each route and the transport capacity 
offered on each route by Air France 
and by the competing private line will 
be equal. 

The agreement does not apply to 
some routes to Southeast Asia, South 
Africa, and Oceania. 

The agreement, the announcement 
stated, is intended to end current dis- 
putes and enable all companies, public 
or private, to concentrate their efforts 
on making their operations profitable 
and on improving the quality of 
services offered. 


November 7, 1955 


UTILITIES AND SERVICES 


Austria Extends Communications 


The Austrian oversea radiotelephone 
service handled by the Fleckendorf 
radiotelephone installation has been 
extended to include Colombia, Cuba, 
Mexico, Peru, Puerto Rico, Japan, Ha- 
waii, the Philippines, the Virgin Is- 
lands, and Okinawa, under a recent 
agreement between the Austrian Post 
and Telegraph Administration and the 
American Telephone and Telegraph 
Corp. of New York. 


New Transmitter Installed 


An additional radiotelephone trans- 
mitter is being installed at Flecken- 
dorf to enable direct traffic to South 
America, which has been routed via 
Berne, Switzerland. The new instal- 
lation probably will begin operations 
before the end of the year, the Ad- 
ministration says. 


The Administration on July 17 con- 


verted its “telex” service with Ger- - 


many to automatic operation, thereby 
enabling Austrian telex subscribers to 
dial directly any subscriber in Ger- 
many, that is, without the assistance 
of operators along the route or in 
Germany. 

This improvement in the telex serv- 
ice between the countries involved 
changes in the Vienna switching cen- 
ter so that connections with Germany, 
previously established and timed by 
an operator, are now handled by ma- 
chinery controlled by subscribers’ 





Colombia Awards Contract 
For Air Delivery of Mail 


Taxi Aereo de Santander, TAXA- 
DER, 8. A., has been awarded a con- 
tract to carry national surface mail by 
air in the Colombian Departments of 
Norte de Santander, Santander, Boy- 
aca, and Cundinamarca, the Colombia 
Ministry of Communications has an- 
nounced. 


TAXADER has purchased the first 
of three DC-3 aircraft with which it 
plans to expand its present domestic 
passenger and cargo service. Before 
acquiring the twin-engined aircraft, 
this airline operated only single-en- 
gined aircraft on short cargo and pas- 
senger flights in the Department of 
Santander but now offers flights in 
the DC-3 from Bucaramanga to Bo- 
gota and other cities in the eastern 
sectors of Colombia. 

TAXADER’s service is expected to 
increase the efficiency of mail delivery 
and reduce the cost of surface mail 
delivery to inaccessible areas in the 
four departments to be served. 

The Government for several years 
has had similar ton-mile mail-hauling 
contracts with SAM Airline and 
AVIANCA. 


dials. It also required the assignment 
of additional telex circuits between 
Vienna and Frankfurt. “ae 
The Post Administration of the 
German Federal Republic is expected 
in the near future to provide similar 
improvement in the handling of telex 
traffic from Germany to Austria. 
The Austrian Post and Telegraph 
Administration was one of the first 
to follow the recommendations of the 
International Telegraph Consultative 
Committee at its meeting in Arnehm, 
Netherlands, in 1953 that dial 
writer, or telex, systems in the 
European countries be improved by 
providing equipment that would 
enable subscribers to dial interna- 
tionally —Emb.,. Vienna. 


Netherlands Acts To 
Expand Tourist Trade 


The Netherlands Government in a 
note accompanying the 1956 budget 
of the Ministry of Economic Affairs 
has indicated its interest in further 
expansion of tourism and its concern 
about available hotel space for tour- 
ists during the peak months. 

In that budget the Government 
subsidy paid to the General Nether- 
lands Association for Tourism is 
raised from 512,000 guilders, or 
US$134,768, in 1955 to 1,420,000 guild- 
ers, or $374,880, in 1956. 

The higher subsidy, however, is 
still short of the 2 million guilders, 
or $528,000, estimated by a Govern- 
ment commission in 1952 as the mini- 
mum amount necessary for a satis- 
factory publicity program. 

The Government also, in consulta- 
tion with the Netherlands Reconstruc- 
tion Bank (Herstel Bank), has 
reached an agreement. in principle 
by which one-third of the funds re- 
quired for new hotel construction 
would come from private sources and 
two-thirds would be supplied by the 
Reconstruction Bank through credit 
arrangements. The Government would 
take the risk for 75 percent and the 
bank for 25 percent. The Government, 
however, would limit its guaranty to 
2.5 million guilders, or $660,000, which 
means that approximately 5 million 
guilders, or $1,320,000, would be gen- 

construction. 





erated for new 

The Government estimates the need 
for 41,000 beds a night during the 
summer months, or 70 percent of the 
present capacity of the tourist hotels. 
To cope with this problem and as in- 
vestors show little inclination to sup- 
ply funds for hotel construction, the 
Government considered it desirable 
to stimulate investment by guaran- 
teed credits—Emb., The Hague. 
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Malayan Hide, Skin Production Up; Finnish Fur Production 


Leather Footwear Use Declines 


Production of hides and skins increased in Malaya in 1954, but do- 
mestic use of leather footwear has declined in favor of rubber footwear, 


according to trade sources. 


‘Hide and skin production increased from an estimated 200,400 pieces 


in 1953 to 219,600 in 1954. 

Production in 1954, with 1953 figures 
in parentheses, included 26,400 buffalo 
hides (22,800); 40,800 cattlehides (43,- 
200); 63,600 goatskins (52,800); and 
88,800 sheep and lamb skins (81,600). 

These official estimates are based 
on returns from licensed slaughter- 
houses in three of the Federation’s 
States and Singapore. Hides and skins 
of animals slaughtered either in rural 
villages or by the armed forces are 
not included. 

About 90 percent of the principal 
hides and skins produced are exported, 
trade sources estimate, and the re- 
mainder is tanned locally. 

Foreign trade in hides and skins 
for the years 1954 and 1953 is shown 
in the accompanying table. 


Sarawak Important Source 


Sarawak was the principal source 
for cattle- and buffalo-hide and lizard- 
skin imports. Java supplied the major 
crocodile-skin imports and Sumatra 
furnished the largest share of the 
snakeskin imports. 


Hong Kong was the principal for- 
eign market for cattle- and buffalo- 
hide exports, and India purchased the 
largest quantity of sheep and lamb 
skins. The Netherlands received the 
greatest quantity of goat-, snake-, and 
lizard-skin exports, while most of the 
crocodile skins were exported to 
France. 


No official statistics are available on 
Malaya’s leather production, but the 
trade believes that the quantity is 
declining because this industry has 
been receding in importance since the 
days of the Korean War boom. 

Most of the tanning is accomplished 
with a domestic tannin made of the 
macerated bark of the bakau tree— 
Rhizophora. Practically all tanning is 
a hand operation. 

Imports of upper leather, except 
reptile, totaled 4,836.9 hundredweight 
in 1954 compared with 4,718.1 in 1953. 
Lining leather imports amounted to 
663.2 hundredweight in 1954 and 456.2 
in 1953. Imports of sole and rough- 
tanned hide leathers totaled 416.4 
tons in 1954, as against 495.0 tons in 
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1953. Other leather imports in 1954 
included 113.7 hundredweight of 
scrap and waste leather, 10.8 tons of 
undressed sheep and goat leather, and 
45.5 hundredweight unspecified types. 

India, Australia, and Thailand were 
the chief suppliers of upper leather. 
The United Kingdom and Australia 
provided the greater proportion of 
sole leather, and Australia was the 
main supplier of lining leather, while 
India was the principal foreign source 
of goat- and sheep-leather imports. 
The United States provided a small 
proportion of the upper leather im- 
ports in the past 2 years. 

Exports of the more important 
types of leather in 1954 included 46.3 
hundredweight of upper, 14.0 hundred- 
weight of lining, and 13.4 tons of sole 
and rough-tanned hide leather. Com- 
parable figures for 1953 were 176.5 
hundredweight of upper, 1.2 hundred- 
weight of lining, and 26.7 tons of sole 
and rough-tanned hide leathers. Most 
of the leather exports should be 
properly classified as reexports. 

Hong Kong and Sarawak were the 
principal customers for Malaya’s 
leather exports in 1954 and 1953, but 
shipments were made to most of the 
surrounding areas. The United States 
purchased a small quantity of reptile 
leather in 1954. 

Some Leather Imported 


Imported leathers are used by the 
principal leather-footwear manufac- 
turers in Singapore and by a large 
number of small shoemakers scat- 
tered throughout Singapore and the 
Federation, who cater to Europeans 
and to the wealthier Asians. Locally 
produced leather is used chiefly in 
making low-priced shoes and sandals 
for the natives. z 

Foreign trade in leather is con- 
ducted primarily through Chinese 
dealers and European agency houses 
in Singapore. Penang ranks second 
in the trade. 

Malayan leather imports are under 
license, and foreign-exchange con- 
trols generally forbid issuance of li- 


(Continued on Page 25) 
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Shows Overall Increase . 


The Finnish fur industry has shown 
steadily increasing growth since 1953. 

Wild-fur production in 1953, 1954 
and the estimate for 1955 show a gen- 
eral increase. 

The number of pelts for each kind 
of fur produced in the 3 years are 
as follows: Muskrat, 1953, 95,626, 1954, 
protected, 1955, 584,000; squirrel, 1953, 
1,626,438, 1954, 424,184—-protected in the 
main part of the country—1955, 2 mil- 
lion; marten, 1953, 384, 1954, 467, 1955, 
protected; ermine, 1953, 1,278, 1954 and 
1955, protected; otter, 1953, 29, 1 
33, 1955, 30; fox, 1953, 1954, 1955, 25,000. 

In farmed furs, mink production 
amounted to 85,000 pelts in 1953 and 
110,000 in 1954; estimates for 1955 
and 1956 are 140,000 and 170,000, re- 
spectively. Silver fox dropped from 
8,000 in 1953 to 3,000 in 1954, and only 
2,500 were expected for 1955. Blue-fox 
output declined from 5,000 in 1953 to 
3,000 in 1954, and 2,500 are expected 
in 1955. 

Not more than 15 percent of all 
squirrel furs remain for home-market 
use, according to trade estimates. Of 
the muskrat available in 1955, less 
than 100,000 pelts will be consumed 
domestically. Practically all fox furs 
have remained for domestic use. In 
the preceding 3-year period, less than 
7 percent of all minks were sold to 
domestic buyers. 


Average prices at auctions were as 
follows: Mink, standard, male, 1953-54, 
$14.89, 1954-55, $17.34; mink, standard, 
female, 1953-54, $9.19, 1954-55, $10.75; 
mink, pastel, male and female, 1953-54, 
$18.68, 1954-55, $22.71; mink, silver- 
blue, male and female, 1953-54, $16.45, 
1954-55, $15.99. No price quotations are 
available for fox furs. 

Bulk of Wild Furs Auctioned 


The bulk of wild-animal furs also is 
sold at auctions. Prices obtained in 
1953 for a small volume of first-class 
muskrat furs averaged $1.30, in 1954 
muskrat was protected, and in 1955 
average prices were about $1.50. Prices 
obtained for first-class squirrel in 1953 
averaged $0.45 and in 1954 only $0.33. 

The Finnish Government has al- 
lowed fur exporters “currency con- 
version bonuses” of varying amounts 
throughout most of the postwar period. 
Payment at fur auctions had been ac- 
cepted only in dollars and sterling, 
previous to last winter at which time 
payment also could be made in Fin- 
nish marks. 

A new feature of Finland’s fur trade 
has been the export of breeding ani- 
mals, primarily to the United States. 
The highest price obtained for special 


(Continued on Page 27) 
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Malayan Hide... 
(Continued from Page 24) 


censes for leather from hard-cur- 
rency countries. It is legally possible, 
however, to import American leather 
via Hong Kong, the agent in that city 
paying U. S. dollars for the goods and 
selling the leather to the Malayan 
importer for sterling. Markup on the 
Jlanded price of the commodity for 
the Hong Kong service is from 5 per- 
cent up, according to the trade. 

Footwear manufacture is the only 
important leather consuming indus- 
try in Malaya, and the principal Ma- 
layan user of leather has its own 
source of supply in the sterling area 
and continental Europe. Other con- 
sumers are small shoemaking estab- 
lishments which obtain supplies 
through dealers. The United King- 
dom traditionally supplies this market 
with most of its needs. Some U. 8S. 
leathers have entered this market, 
however, and there may be opportuni- 
ties for small quantities of specialty 
items, such as glazed kid. Currently 
trade can be conducted only through 
Hong Kong and American exporters 
interested in this market should make 
inquiries through agents in that city. 

Footwear Output Unknown 

Leather footwear is made in Malaya 
by one factory in Singapore and by a 
large number of shoemakers operating 
in the cities, towns, and villages 
throughout the country. Output of the 
Singapore factory is not known offi- 
cially and, because the small units are 
so widely scattered, production statis- 
tics are difficult to collect. 

About 80 to 90 percent of the Malay- 
ans use footwear part of the time, and 
7 percent of these wear some type of 
shoes habitually. Use of all-leather 
footwear is confined mostly to Euro- 
peans and westernized Asians. Many 
of the natives wear clogs, but the ma- 
jority wears rubber footwear. Trade 
sources estimate annual per capita 
consumption at 3 pairs, 2 of which are 
rubber. 

Leather boot and shoe imports in 
1954 amounted to 45,828.9 dozen pairs 
valued at M$5,186,013 (M$l=about 
U8S$0.33). Hong Kong supplied 23,570.8 
dozen pairs, while the United Kingdom 
furnished 17,664.7 dozen pairs. Imports 
from the United States amounted to 
586.7 dozen pairs. In 1953, 51,416.5 
dozen pairs of leather boots and shoes 
valued at M$6,166,380 were imported. 

Imports of “house footwear”—except 
rubber — increased to 11,259.1 dozen 
pairs, valued at M$239,250 in 1954, from 
9,116.9 dozen pairs, valued at M$374,240, 
imported in 1953. Hong Kong supplied 
6,554.8 dozen pairs, China 1,671.6 dozen 
pairs, and the United States 58.2 
dozen pairs. 

Textile-footwear — not houseshoes— 
imports totaled 14,957.8 dozen pairs, 
valued at M$339,201 in 1954, compared 
with 9,207 dozen pairs, valued at 
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M$240,882, in 1953. Of the 1954 imports, 
Hong Kong shipped in 6,525.4 dozen 
pairs, Czechoslovakia 4,800 dozen pairs, 
and the United States 12 dozen pairs. 
Some of the small quantities of 
U. 8S. footwear may have entered 
Malaya for subsequent export, how- 
ever, most of it is believed to have 
been consumed in that country. Some 
of the retained footwear entered the 
Federation customs territory for sale, 
according to the trade, but much of 
it was sold in the free ports of the 
Colony of Singapore and the island 
of Penang where no import duties are 
imposed. Therefore, this footwear was 
in a better position to compete with 
that of British origin, which domi- 
nates the quality leather-footwear 
market. All American footwear prob- 
ably entered Malaya via Hong Kong. 


Market for U, S. Shoes Small 


Possibilities for the sale of quality 
American shoes and slippers are good, 
especially in the free ports where 
there is a demand for ladies’ footwear 
made on American lasts in a selection 
of widths. Because of currency re- 
strictions, however, it is not currently 
possible to sell footwear direct to 
Malayans for U.S. dollars. This trade 
must be negotiated via Hong Kong 
agents. Shoe importers in Singapore 
and Penang have connections with 
Hong Kong and can arrange neces- 
sary foreign-exchange transactions. 
Importers in the free ports distribute 
leather footwear to retail outlets in 
Singapore and the Federation—usu- 
ally the European-owned shops or 
those Asian-owned shops that cater to 
Europeans and Westernized Asians. 

Leather boot and shoe exports in 
1954 totaled 13,625.4 dozen pairs, 
valued at M$1,079,299, compared! with 
11,930.5 dozen pairs in 1953, valued at 
M$1,146,028. Sarawak, the principal 
foreign market in 1954, imported 
3,864.9 dozen pairs. 

House footwear exports, except rub- 
ber, amounted to 83,499.9 dozen pairs, 
valued at M$1,325,128. North Borneo 
was the leading purchaser with 22,- 
083.1 dozen pairs. Exports of house 
slippers in 1953 totaled 27,267.3 dozen 
pairs, valued at M$490,570. 


Textile footwear exports—not house 
footwear—totaled 202,340.1 dozen 
pairs, valued at M$4,271,247, compared 
with 208,097 dozen pairs, valued at 
M$4,247,834, in 1953. Thailand, the 
leading foreign market, imported 
38,967.5 dozen pairs. 


No exports of Malayan footwear 
went to the United States—Cons., 
Kuala Lumpur. 





U. S. cotton exports totaled 63,000 
bales of 500 pounds gross—60,000 
running ~bales—in August 1955, an 
increase of 3 percent over the 61,000 
bales exported in July, but 135,000 
bales or 68 percent less than August 
1954 exports, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reports. 


Japanese Steel Company 
Gets $5.3-Million Loan 


The World Bank has made’a $5.3- 
million loan to help finance the mod- 
ernization of steel-plate rolling facili- 
ties of the Yawata Iron & Steel Co., 
ees § of Japan, according to the World 

ank. ; 


The loan was made to the Japan 
Development Bank, a Japanese Gov- 
ernment agency established in 1951 to 
supply long-term credit for industrial 
development and to act as a medium 
for Government guaranties of private 
foreign borrowing. The Japan De- 
velopment Bank will relend the pro- 
ceeds of the loan to the Yawata Co. 

The Manufacturers Trust Co., of 
New York is participating in the loan, 
without the World Bank’s guaranty, 
to the extent of $791,000. This repre- 
sents the first 5 maturities falling due 
semiannually from March 1, 1958, to 
March 1, 1960. 

The loan will finance foreign-ex- 
change costs of importing equipment 
needed to install a modern steel plate 
mill at the company’s plan in the city 
of Yawata on Kyushu Island. The 
new plate mill will replace three out- 
moded plate mills installed between 
1905 and 1928 and still in operation. 
Total cost of the project will amount 
to the equivalent of about $15.6 mil- 
lion. The new mill will have a greater 
productive capacity than the com- 
bined output of the 3 outmoded mills. 
It will produce better quality steel 
plate at a much lower cost. Operation 
of the new mill is expected to result in 
savings, over current production costs, 
equal to more than $3 million a year. 


Yawata Largest Steel Co. 

Yawata, now a privately owned 
company, is the oldest and se 
steel enterprise in Japan. It em 
about 35,000 people and accounts for 
30 percent of Japan’s pig-iron produc- 
tion. It also produced more than 12 
million tons of finished steel in 1954, 
or about 23 percent of the “country’s 
total output. The new plate mill, 
which this loan is helping to finance, 
is part of an extensive plant-improve- 
ment program undertaken by Yawata. 

Modernization of the steel industry 
is of basic importance to Japan’s 
internal economy and export trade, 
and thus to its efforts to create a 
stronger and more self-supporting 
economy. Direct exports of iron and 
steel in 1954 amounted to more than 
10 percent of total Japanese exports. 
In addition, the Japanese steel indus- 
try supplies materials to other export- 
ing industries. Machinery and trans- 
portation equipment, for example, in 
1954 comprised 12 percent of Japanese 
sales abroad. Over the past 18 months, 
increases in exports of steel products, 
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U. S. Government Foreign-Aid Transfers 
Decline $760 Million in Fiscal 1955 


Net deliveries of goods and services 
or cash payments to foreign coun- 
tries by the U. S. Government under 
foreign assistance programs totaled 
$4% billion in the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 1955, the Office of Business 
Economics, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, has announced. This was a 
decline of $760 million from fiscal 
year 1954. 

The decrease in transfers—which 
are net of grant returns to the United 
States and principal collections on 
credits—was primarily the result of 
@ 28-percent drop, from approxi- 
mately $34 billion in fiscal 1954 to 
$24 billion in fiscal 1955, in transfers 
of military supplies and services, ac- 
cording to an article appéaring in the 
October Survey of Current Business. 
In fiscal year 1953 the total military 
supplies and services had been nearly 
$4% billion. 

The contraction in military deliv- 
eries applied mostly to Western Eu- 
ropean countries, continuing the 
trend which followed the large build- 
up of NATO forces. The 50-percent 
decline in annual shipments since 
fiscal year 1953 conforms with the 
decline in appropriations in recent 
years. 


Other Grants Increase 


Net deliveries or payments of 
“other” grants increased to $1.9 bil- 
lion—23 percent over the preceding 
year, which had been a postwar low. 
This increase reversed a 5-year down- 
ward trend. 

These “other” grants encompass 
transfers of goods and services under 
relief, development, and _ technical 
cooperation assistance programs, and 
cash payments such as those to 
France and the three Indochinese 
States for direct support of troops in 
Indochina. Financial assistance for 
Indochina, both through France and 
directly to Vietnam, Laos, and Cam- 
bodia, caused last year’s increase and 
comprised one-third of the annual 
total. 

Cash payments to France in fiscal 
year 1955 aggregated more than $500 
million. Most of these payments 
were made from the three-quarter 
billion dollars originally provided by 
Congress and through presidential 
transfers to help defray French and 
Associated States’ costs of forces in 
Indochina in calendar year 1954. 

Following the cessation of active 
hostilities in Indochina, the U. 8S. 
Government began to furnish aid to 
each of the three States individually, 
rather than to the area or to the 
French for use in the region. Collec- 
tively, over $216 million in cash or 


civilian goods and services was given 
last year as assistance to the three 
Indochinese countries. 

Deliveries of economic grant aid to 
Korea rose to $207 million in fiscal 


year 1955 as rehabilitation assistance 
flowed in. 


Grants to W. Europe Down 


Excluding the considerable pay- 
ment to France in connection with 
the defense of Indochina, annual 
U. 8S. Government net grants to 
Western Europe, excluding Greece 
and Turkey, were down one-third in 
the year ended June 1955. The de- 
cline affected every European country 
but Spain and Yugoslavia. Last year, 
U. S. Government transfers to Spain 
rose to $34 million. However, a large 
part of these transfers were made in 
exchange for local currencies which, 
under article V (3b) of the economic 
aid agreement of September 1953, will 
be used to meet our cost of construc- 
tion and maintenance of U. 8S. mili- 
tary facilities in Spain. 


Credit collections exceeded new 
loan disbursements by $17 million, 
continuing the pattern which devel- 
-oped after December 1953. New 
credit outflows included the $100- 
million loan to the European Coal 
and Steel Community. At the end of 
June 1955, long-term foreign debts 
to the U. S. Government, exclusive 
of World War I debts, stood at almost 
$11.8 billion. During the year the 
Government collected $282 million in 
interest on these loans. 





Treasury Takes Action On 
Two Dumping Cases 


The Treasury Department an- 
nounced on October 28 that it has 
forwarded to the Tariff Commission 
a dumping case involving imports of 
montan wax in its crude form from 
East Germany and Czechoslovakia. 
The Treasury determined that sales 
in the United States are being or are 
likely to be made at less than fair 
value, 

Pursuant to the Antidumping Act, 
the Tariff Commission will determine 
whether American industry is injured 
or is likely to be injured by imports 
of such merchandise. If the Tariff 
Commission makes an affirmative de- 
termination, the law requires a finding 
of dumping. 

In another dumping case, involving 
imports of bicycle pedals from the 
United Kingdom, the Treasury has 
determined that no finding of dump- 
ing is to be made. 


CCC Products Available 
For Export in November 


Specified quantities of the holdings 
by the Commodity Credit Corporation 
of the following farm surplus products 
are available for export through com- 
mercial channels in November, gen- 
erally at prices reflecting world 1 
according to the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture: 

Nonfat dry-milk solids, butter, ched- 
dar cheese, wool, cotton linters, refined 
cottonseed oil, linseed oil, tung 
soybeans, flaxseed, wheat, oats, , 
rye, grain sorghums, rice (milled and 
broken), certain dry edible beans, gum 
rosin, gum turpentine, and certain hay, + 
pasture, and cover crop seeds. 

The principal changes from last 
month are: The renewed offering of 
flaxseed; the offering of wool on @ 
competitive basis under terms and 
conditions to be announced; and the 
suspension of competitive bid off 
of corn for export, to help strengthen 
producer prices during the period of 
the corn harvest and heavy corm 
marketings. 

These lists, which will vary from 
month to month as additional com- 
modities become available or com- 
modities formerly available are 
dropped, are designed to aid in moving 
CCC’s inventories through regular 
commercial channels. By knowing in 
advance the commodities and quanti- 
ties available, private buyers are ina 
position to develop sales before the 
commodities are actually purchased 
from CCC. 

If it becomes necessary during the 
month to amend this list in any ma- 
terial way—such as by the removal or 
addition of a commodity or by a sig- 
nificant change in price or method of 
sale—an announcement of the change 
will be sent to all persons currently 
receiving the list by mail from Wash- 
ington. These lists are maintained by 
the Price Division, Commodity Stabili- 
zation Service, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, Washington 25, D. C. 





Japanese Steel .. . 
(Continued from Page 25) 


ships and other transportation equip- 
ment have been an important factor in 
the marked improvement in Japan’s 
balance-of-payments position. 

The loan, guaranteed by the Jap- 
anese Government, is for a term of 15 
years and carries an interest rate of 
4 5/8 percent. Amortization will begin 
on March 1, 1958. 

This loan brings the amount which 
the World Bank has loaned in Japan 
to $45.5 million. In 1953, the Bank 
made a $40.2 million loan to the Japan 
Development Bank. 
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Viet-Nam Economy... 
(Continued from Page 5) 


nearly normal development of com- 
mercial banking. The Viet-Nam Gov- 
ernment is beginning to prepare an in- 
dustrial development plan, and the 
Ministry of Finance and National 
Economy has started an industrial 
census of free Viet-Nam. 

Although the overall impact of U. 8. 
aid to Viet-Nam has not been felt 
fully, economic activities in Viet-Nam 
have improved slightly as a result of 
the program. The agricultural sector, 
which constitutes the major segment 
of the Viet-Namese economy, has con- 
tinued to improve through irrigation 
and drainage projects and the distri- 
pution of ammonium sulfate, agricul- 
tural hand tools, and tilapia fish for 
pond raising. 


Transportation Improved 


Initial steps were taken to improve 
roads, railroads, and canals, since 
transportation facilities suffered heav- 
ily from sabotage and neglect during 
the war with the Viet Minh. Land also 
was reclaimed. In June alone, coop- 
erative irrigation systems covering 
1,700 acres and the drainage of 1,200 
acres of marshland were completed. 
The Tuy Hoa irrigation project, cover- 
ing 27,000 acres, was completed in 
August. 


The mineral resources of free Viet- 
Nam, never fully explored, are being 
surveyed as part of the U. S.-aid pro- 
gram. Indications are that Viet-Nam 
may have reasonably accessible phos- 
phate-rock deposits as well as abun- 
dant glass sand. If surveys confirm 
the preliminary findings, these re- 
sources may offer opportunities for 
development, perhaps by capital par- 
ticipation from abroad. 

The settlement of the 800,000 ref- 
ugees who fled from the communist 
regime in north Viet-Nam continue to 
receive high priority. Cash allowances 
to individual families for subsistence 
and housing are expected to be dis- 
continued as early as possible, but a 
large number of refugees will continue 
to require assistance for-some time. 
Basic requirements of the refugees, 
which include housing and subsistence 
allowances, and provision for educa- 
tional materials, water wells, DDT 
control, farm tools, and work animals, 
are being financed largely by the 
U. S.-aid program.—Emb., Saigon. 





Finnish Fur .. . 
(Continued from Page 24) 


mutations has been $1,000 per pair of 
animals. 


At the winter auctions in 1956, a 
new special mutation mink, the Fin- 
landia-Topase, will be offered for sale 
for the first time. Samples of this fur 
evoked much interest at the past Feb- 
ruary and April auction. 
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Citrus Fruit Export 
Subsidy Renewed 


To help market the large crop of 
oranges and grapefruit, the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture announced on 
October 27 renewal of the program for 
the payment of subsidies on their ex- 
port, in fresh or processed form, to 
designated markets. 

Effective November 1, the program 
provides for flat rates of payment for 
each eligible product; that for fresh 
oranges and grapefruit is reduced to 
50 cents a box. Eligible countries in- 
clude the principal western European 
countries — other than the United 
Kingdom and citrus-producing coun- 
tries. 


Though in general the program is 
similar to those which have been in 
effect in the past 7 years, exporters 
are cautioned not to conclude any 
transaction before examining the new 
terms, in view of the changes in cer- 
tain provisions. 


Further information may be ob- 
tained from the Agricultural Market- 


ing Service, U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture, Washington 25, D. C. 





Netherlands Firms Denied 
U. S. Export Privileges 


Stemmler-Imex, N. V., an export- 
import firm of Amsterdam, Nether- 
lands, and its managing director, Carl 
Hernm:an Ferdinand Stemmler, and 
N. V. Chemische Industrie “DEN 
HAAG” of The Hague, and its manag- 
ing director, Jhr. C. A. De Pesters, 
have been deniedall U.S. export privi- 
leges for 2 years, the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, has announced. 


The denial order, issued Monday, 
October 31, holds in abeyance an ad- 
ditional suspension for the duration 
of export controls, provided the named 
persons and firm comply with U. 8. 
export-control regulations. 


BFé6 said that, in 1952, Stemmler or- 
dered red phosphorus, valued at over 
$2,000, and borax and boric acid, val- 
ued at approximately $110,000, from a 
U. S. supplier and effected shipment 
from the United States under general 
license by leading the supplier to be- 
lieve that the materials were for ulti- 
mate consumption in Turkey and 
Western Europe, respectively. In fact, 
however, Stemmler already had sold 
the materials to buyers in East Ger- 
many and communist China. 

At the time the Stemmler firm ne- 
gotiated the borax transaction with 
the U. 8S. supplier and the Chinese 
buyer, De Pesters was an employee of 
Stemmler and directly involved in the 
negotiations. He therefore knew of 
the true nature of the transactions 
when he allowed his firm, Chemische, 
to be named as purchaser, thus pro- 


No Quota Curbs on Tung ~ 
Oil for New Season 


The President announced on Octo- \ 
ber 27 that he would not request the 


U.S. Tariff Commission to investigate, 
pursuant to section 22 of the Agricul- 
tural Adjustment Act, as amended, 
the advisability of imposing an im- 
port quota on tung oil in the market- 
ing year which began November l. 
The President’s action was based 
on advice from the Department of — 
Agriculture indicating that the Com- 
modity Credit Corporation’s tung-oil 
position is improved, its holdings 
having been reduced by about 17 mil- 
lion pounds, and that present domes- 
tic production, damaged by severe 


March freezes this year, is such that . 


the United States will need to import 
almost half of its tung-oil require- 
ments in the present marketing 
year. 

In view of these circumstances, the 
Governments of Argentina and Para- 
guay, this county’s major foreign sup- 
pliers of tung oil, will discontinue 
their existing limitations on exports 
of tung oil to the United States. 
These limitations were undertaken 
voluntarily by Argentina and Para- 
guay in the marketing year ended 
October 31 in an effort to assist this 
country in dealing with a tung-oil 
marketing and supply problem which 
had arisen in the United States. 

The Department of Agriculture has 
assured the President that it will 
maintain a continuing review of the 
situation and will make further rec- 
ommendations should they be war- 
ranted by changed conditions. 





viding Stemmler with the means of 
making the transshipment. 

Chemische and De Pesters were not 
implicated in the red phosphorus 
transshipment. 

BFC commented that Stemmler’s 
actions were especially culpable, since 
on previous occasions Stemmler had 
been notified by the U. S. supplier of 
the embargo of U. S. goods to com- 


munist China, and by BFC of U. S.- 


regulations requiring disclosure of true 
destination. In addition, after the 
borax shipment had reached Rotter- 
dam, Stemmler and Chemische again 
were warned by the U. S. Consul that 
transshipment to communist China 
would be illegal. 

The denial order prohibits the 
named persons and firms, and any 
other person or firm with whom it 
may be associated, from receiving or- 


otherwise participating in U. S. export 


transactions, either directly or indi- 
rectly. The order further states that 
no export or related service may be 
performed for them by any U. S. firm 
or person without prior BFC approval. 


so we 
2 
27 
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Exim Bank Authorizes Credit Lines and 
Credits Under Lines Previously Granted 


The Export-Import Bank of Wash- 
ington has announced the authoriza- 
tion of five exporter credit lines to 
assist U. S. exporters in financing the 
sale abroad of productive capital 
equipment and related services of 
United States origin. These lines are 
as follows: 

$1.3 million to assist the Food Ma- 
chinery and Chemical Corp., of San 
Jose, Calif., in financing its export 
sales of food processing machinery, 
pumps and agricultural equipment, 
and oil-well equipment. 

©$75,000 to assist the Syncro Ma- 
chine Co., of Perth Amboy, N. J., in 
financing its export sales of wire 
drawing and associated machinery. 

®©$260,000 to assist the Construction 
Machinery Co., of Waterloo, Iowa, in 
financing its export sales of construc- 
tion machinery and agricultural and 
oilfield pumps. 

©$100,000 to assist the Buffalo- 
Springfield Roller Co. of Spring- 
field, Ohio, in financing its export 
sales of road rollers and compaction 
equipment. 

®$1.5 million to assist the Textile 
Machine Works, of Reading, Pa., in 
financing its export sales of knitting 
machines. 

Under these lines of credit the ex- 
porter is required to obtain the pay- 
ment in cash of not less than 20 per- 
cent of the invoice value of each ex- 
port sale to be financed and to par- 
ticipate by carrying not less than 25 
percent of the deferred payments. 
The Export-Import Bank then will 
guarantee against default without re- 
course to the exporter up to 75 percent 
of the deferred payments on each sale. 
Thus the exporter is enabled to carry 
the obligations of the foreign import- 
er with assurance, or to sell them to 
commercial banks or other financial 
institutions in the United States des- 
ignated by him. Interest rates on ob- 
ligations are to be not less than 5 
percent annually payable not less fre- 
quently than semiannually. 

These actions bring to. 125 the num- 


ber of exporter credit lines established 
by the Bank since this program was 
inaugurated in November 1954. Lines 
of credit authorized up to October 28 
under the program total $172,285,000. 


Credits Announced 


The Export-Import Bank also an- 
nounced the authorization of five 
credits covering transactions under 
previously announced exporter credit 
lines as follows: 

©$300,000 to assist the Oliver Corp., 
of Chicago, IIl., in financing under its 
exporter credit line, export sales of 
tractors and attachments in Nica- 
ragua. 

eNot over $56,000 to assist Combus- 
tion Engineering, Inc., of New York, 
N. ¥., in financing under its exporter 
credit line, the sale of a boiler and 
auxiliary equipment in Colombia. 


©$225,000 to assist the Worthington 
Corp., of Harrison, N. J., in financing 
under its exporter credit line, the ex- 
port sale of a complete 2,500-kw. pow- 
er-plant extension in Peru. 


eNot over $40,000 to assist Minne- 
apolis-Moline Co., of Minneapolis, 
Minn., in financing under its exporter 
credit line, the export sale of indus- 
trial and agricultural tractors and 
power units, agricultural implements 
and accessories in French Morocco. 


eNot over $90,000 to assist the J. I. 
Case Co., of Racine, Wis., in financing 
under its exporter credit line, export 
sales of agricultural and industrial 
machinery and equipment in Mexico. 


The Export-Import Bank of Wash- 
ington has announced the authoriza- 
tion of an exporter credit of up to 
$780,000 in favor of the Westinghouse 
Electric International Corp., New York, 
N. Y., to assist the company in financ- 
ing the sale of two 5,000-kw. unit 
thermopower plants to the Power Bon- 
gah (corporation) of the city of Teh- 
ran, Iran. In addition to the turbine 
generators and other electrical equip- 
ment to be manufactured by the West- 
inghouse corporation, the credit also 


will facilitate the sale of boilers and 
accessory equipment to be manufac- 
tured by Foster-Wheeler, Inc., and of 
other materials to be furnished by sey- 
eral other U.S. suppliers. 

Tehran, the capital and principal 
urban center of Iran, has a population 
in excess of 1 million. Power facilities 
available to the city long have been 
inadequate because of continuing and 
growing demands beyond the capa- 
bility of present installations. The 
purchase of two new Westinghouse 
power units is expected to provide a 
new and much needed source of power 
to the municipality of Tehran within a 
relatively short period of time, and, 
therefore, will contribute materially 
toward relieving the prevailing power 
shortage. 


Credit Extends 8 Years 


The sale contract provides for prog- 
ress payments of 20 percent of the 
purchase price in the first year and for 
repayment of the balance of 80 per- 
cent in 29 quarterly installments, the 
repayment period ending 8 years from 
the date of the contract. The West- 
inghouse International Corp. will par- 
ticipate in the 8-year credit on the 
usual basis of 25 percent of the 
financed portion, while the Export- 
Import Bank will carry the remaining 
75 percent without recourse on the 
supplier. 
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Please enter my subscription for 
Foreign Commerce Weekly at $4.50 
a year ($6 to foreign addresses). 
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Saar Zone.... State 


Mail to the nearest U. $. Department of Com- 
merce Field Office, or to the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S$. Government Printing Of- 
fice, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or 
money order payable to the Superintendent 
of Documents. 
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